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What follows is an outline, based on a survey of British Consular reports for 1926 to 
1940, and some of the English- language newspapers of Bangkok, for the period 1918 
to 1936, although the period covered here is much greater. 
 
No claim to any kind of comprehensiveness can be made; it is meant to be an indication 
of the types of development taking place. The press does not cover everything and 
these notes should be read with other accounts. The Bangkok Times was very politically 
conservative. 
 
Siam and Siamese and Thailand and Thais are used interchangeably. 
 
 
ABBREVIATIONS  
 
BDM - Bangkok Daily Mail. 
BT - Bangkok Times. 
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PART I 
 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Before 1851 
 
An interest in industrial activities was evident during the reign of Rama III. [Anon., 'Kon 
chathung niyom thai,' Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), pp. 69-72] 
 
1862 
 
Phra Pasi Sombatboribun establishes a sugar factory. He cut a canal between Bangkok 
and his mill on the Nakorn Chaisri River to facilitate his trade. [BTWM, 20 July 1935, p. 
25] 
 
 
1870 
 
Indo-Chinese Sugar Co. Ltd. established in Nakorn Chaisri, on the Tachin River. A 
modern plant, its machinery was said to have been brought out on one of the first 
steamers through the Suez Canal. There was trouble with local Chinese growers which 
demanded the despatch of a British naval ship up the river. The mill acquired land in 
1870 and produced sugar until 1876, despite bankruptcy and being taken over by the 
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank. The Bank was unsuccessful in its attempt to sell the 
mill to the 'Crown'. It fell into disuse after a European made one last attempt to make it a 
going concern. It seems that the sugar mill machinery was later removed to be used in a 
rice mill in Samsen. [BTWM, 4 February 1924, pp. 30-1; 21 June 1933, p. 11; 20 July 
1935, p. 25] 
 
1879 
 
Edward Knox manufacturing ice. (Markwald's had been doing it earlier, but no date.) 
[BTWM, 6 October 1924, p. 35] Siam Ice Co. took over Knox's factory in 1882. [BTWM, 
6 October 1924, p. 35] 
 
1884 
 
Bangkok Ice Co. takes over Markwald's ice-making facility. [BTWM, 6 October 1924, p. 
35] 
 
1887 
 
Chalerm Phinit Chakapan establishes an ice factory, using French machinery. It 
produced 1,600 pounds a day, meeting almost all of Bangkok's needs, except in the 
hottest months, and capacity is to be expanded to produce 500 pounds a day. This 
would lower the price and expand the market. [BTWM, 6 October 1924, p. 35]  
 
Oriental Soda Water Manufacturing Company opened in July, by Andersen and Co., 
using Hong Kong water. [BTWM, 15 October 1923, p. 24] 
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Bangkok Tramways Company formed with capital of 53,900 pounds. Prince Damrong a 
director (and shareholder ) with three Europeans. Amalgamated with Siam Electic 
Company in 1900 or 1901. First tram ran on 19 September 1888, from the Palace to the 
Bangkok Dock. [BTWM, 12 January 1920, p. 13; 22 September 1924, p. 27; BT, 11 
April 1925, p. 2] 
 
First electric lights being used in rice mills. [BT, 17 October 1925, p. 2] 
 
1888 
 
Electric lighting being used, and [other] rice mills gearing up to utilise it, to allow for night 
work under lights. [BTWM, 13 October 1924, p. 37] 
 
1889 
 
Ah Sin shipyard is constructing small steamers. [BT, 20 June 1925, p. 2]  
 
Bangkok Electric Light Company now operating, with a capital of 6,000 catties (45,000 
pounds), half supplied by the King. Prince Sanprasert is president of the company 
which includes both European investors and directors. [BT, 4 July 1925, p. 2] The 
Company experienced very serious financial difficulties in 1891, and was only saved by 
the King buying up almost all of a new share issue. [BTWM, 17 October 1927, p. 55] 
 
1890 
 
Bangkok Iron Works begins operations. [BT, 6 February 1926, p. 3] 
 
Bangkok said to have 23 rice mills, many of them erected in the past two years. [BT, 6 
March 1926, p. 3] 
 
Oriental Hotel had established a bakery and aerated waters plant, but the latter did not 
last long due to local drinker's preference for waters imported from Singapore. It was 
only when the British legation began using local waters, manufactured by the Bangkok 
Manufacturing Co., that the attitude changed. Then, Fraser and Neave decided that they 
would have to establish a plant in Bangkok if they were to retain the local market. [BT, 1 
May 1926, p. 3] 
 
Calls being made for a Companies Act for Siam. [BT, 20 November 1926, p. 3] By the 
following year this was said to be under consideration, based on the Indian Code, and to 
come into effect almost immediately. One of the first companies to register was 
Bangkok Tramways. This company was 30 percent Thai-owned. [BT, 12 February 
1927, p. 3]  
 
1891 
 
Phya Bhaskarawongse has established a cigarette factory which employs 150 young 
women, working 30 machines and making 3,000 cigarettes a day. [BTWM, 22 August 
1927, p. 55] 
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It is reported that a fruit canning factory had been established, but had been very short-
lived. [BTWM, 28 November 1927, p. 52] 
 
1899 
 
Bangkok Manufacturing Company established by a group of Europeans, with Prince 
Charoon as legal adviser, and a capital of 80,000 baht. It was to make ice and provide 
cold storage. Later, a small rice mill and steam laundrey were added, but the latter was 
not able to compete against Indian, Chinese and Japanese dhobies. [BTWM, 12 
January 1920, p. 13] 
 
1905 
 
Howarth Erskine Ltd., an engineering works operate in Bangkok, having taken over the 
European-owned Menam Engine Works before the turn of the century. They also have a 
shop in Singapore. [BT, 29 August 1925, p. 9; 4 February 1926, p. 4]  
 
King Chulalongkorn opens a new aerated waters factory at Dusit Park, which uses 
water from the first bore in the area. [BT, 10 October 1925, p. 11] 
 
1908 
 
Thom Yor is raised to Luang Chitr Chamnong Wanit, and it is stated that he has, in 
addition to rice mills, been involved in tanning and pineapple canning. [BTWM, 3 
December 1928, p. 56] 
 
1909 
 
Thom Yor and the Lee Cheng Chan rice milling group have begun selling rice directly on 
the European market. This is described as constituting '... quite a ... departure ... and 
will materially alter conditi[o]ns under which that trade has been carried on...'. This move 
expanded greatly as the years went on. [BTWM, 14 October 1929, p. 67] 
 
1910 
 
Nai Lert (Sreshtabutr) opens his ice factory, having previously worked for the Bangkok 
Manufacturing Co. and Fraser and Neave. [BTWM, 29 August 1932, p. 2] 
 
Siam Industries Co. Ltd. has been formed to takeover the soap- making business of the 
Siam Industries syndicate of Phya Phipat Kosa and Dr. Tilleke. The takeover valued at 
50,000 baht, with the plant being able to make 20 tons of common soap and 7 tons of 
toilet soap a month. [BTWM, 14 July 1930, p. 31] 
 
Petrol-driven motors introduced during Vajiravudh's reign. Also reports of the existence 
of bean and coconut oil factories. [Anon., in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 74] 
 
1912 
 
The pineapple canning factory at Petriu is reported to have had a busy and successful 
year, employing up to 200 people at any one time. The price growers are receiving has 
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increased markedly. [BTWM, 1 August 1932, p. 49] A pineapple canning factory on the 
Thonburi side. [BTWM, 29 August 1932, p. 37] 
 
The Law of Partnerships and Companies (1911) comes into force making unregistered 
partnerships unjuristic. Registration was not compulsory. [BTWM, 7 October 1918, pp. 
10-11] 
 
1913 
 
'Though it is only within recent years that the possibilities in canning pineapples ... have 
attracted much attention, the industry has already developed to a considerable extent.... 
Besides those in the provinces, Bangkok itself has a factory on the most up-to-date lines 
at Samsen in the Siam Pineapple Factory.' This was set up by Luang Chitr Chamnong, 
'... one of the most enterprising of Siamese business men...', with the factory being 
overseen by a European. The factory was established in 1912 next to the Samsen rice 
mill, and worked for 7 weeks and several shipments were sent to Europe. 'All machinery 
is of the latest design, and every part of the work is done on the premises, making and 
stamping the cans, canning the pineapples, and packing.' Capacity is 30,000 cans a 
day, and the supply of fruit is said to have expanded due to the increased demand 
created by the factory. [BTWM, 8 March 1913, p 21] 
 
Siam Cement Co. established on 14 June. [BTWM, 18 June 1923, pp. 20-21] 
 
1914 
 
Bangkok Waterworks are opened. [BT, 28 February 1925, p. 2]  
 
1915 
 
Siam Cement Co. begins production on 1 May, producing 400 barrels a day. [BTWM, 
18 June 1923, pp. 20-21] 
 
1919 
 
A British report on industry lists timber and rice milling, mining, cement, ice, aerated 
waters, soap, cigarettes, and tanning. As 'native' industries it lists: wooden boat-building 
(in Chinese hands), furniture making (Chinese), carriages (Chinese), silk, weaving, 
dyeing, tobacco, biscuits (Chinese, said to be a large market in Bangkok), and gem 
polishing. [Report on the Commercial Situation in Siam ... 1919, London: HMSO, 1920, 
pp. 18-20] 
 
1920 
 
Bangkok Manufacturing Company sold to  H.Swee Ho Co. [BTWM, 12 January 1920, p. 
13.] 
 
Siam Electricity Company reports a profit of 2.08 million baht. [BTWM, 12 July 1920, 
pp. 6-7] 
 
Many rice mills being established in Ayudhya province. [BTWM, 19 July 1920, p. 4] 
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1921 
 
Siam Cement reports a profit of 775,344 baht. [BTWM, 14 March 1921, p. 10] Its 
shares are trading at 320 baht. [BTWM, 23 May 1921, p. 9] Raises its capital to 3 
million baht. [BTWM, 4 July 1921, p. 5] Capital was raised to allow for an expansion of 
capacity to 1,000 barrels a day. [BTWM, 18 June 1923, pp. 20-21] 
 
Army importing experimental paper-making equipment. [BTWM, 24 October 1921, pp. 
13, 14] 
 
Report of a match factory to be established. [BTWM, 7 November 1921, p. 20] 
 
Yong Heng Kongsi is registered to manufacture soap. Also registered, with capital of 
100,000 baht, was Siam Weaving Co. Ltd., promoted by Westerners. [BTWM, 14 
November 1921, p. 1] 
 
1922 
 
Chalerm Yodmanee, the proprietor of Choo Kwang Lee, opens new premises at Wat 
Saket, where it is to continue manufacturing cement tiles. The firm has been 
established for 'over 20 years'. The company also deals in hardware and is involved in 
trade and contracting. [BTWM, 13 March 1922, p. 2] 
 
British complaining of competition in textiles from cheap Japanese goods, and from 
local Chinese factories using hand looms. Hand looms, using imported yarns, have 
become competitive again due to the high cost of imports. It is said that a textile factory, 
to use Japanese machinery, is to be floated. [BTWM, 13 March 1922, p. 13; 27 March 
1922, p. 2] 
 
Shares being quoted by a local firm. [BTWM, 20 March 1922, p. 10] 
 
Bangkok Manufacturing Company opens new premises, the ceremony being performed 
by the Prince of Songkhla in the presence of a number of royals. Hoon Kim Huat 
[Hoontrakul] (was a defendent in the trial over the failure of the Chino-Siam Bank, but 
was acquitted [BTWM, 14 October 1918, pp. 14-16]) now said to be proprietor. The 
new premises are of three stories, facing New Road, and covering approximately 5,000 
square feet. The new plant will produce 40 tons of ice a day and store another 100 tons. 
Cold storage facilities would also be available. [BTWM, 24 April 1922, pp. 17, 18] 
 
By January Khoon Seng (Lee Teck Aw) is said to have owned or rented 14 rice mills. He 
apparently attempted to corner the whole rice trade. 'He had much money behind him, 
and the smaller mills felt his power to be full. But the larger mills ... like Hang Nguan 
Huat Seng (with four mills), Khana Lim Heng Chan (Nai Loh Tech Chuen with four 
mills), Khana Wang Lee (Nai Tan Lip Buei with three mills) ... refused to bend...'. Their 
pressure and the decline in the rice trade has greatly reduced Khoon Seng's influence. 
[BTWM, 14 August 1922, p. 19] 
 
Nam Heng Lee Rice Mill Ltd. is registered with a capital of 350,000 baht. [BTWM, 23 
October 1922, p. 6] 
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Yong Buen Lee and Co. Ltd. registered to manufacture cement tiles. Capital of 47,500 
baht. [BTWM, 30 October 1922, p. 10] 
 
1923 
 
Registered capital of Siam Cement Co. now 10 million baht. Company employs 150 
Siamese, including some women, and 95 Chinese. Wages paid are about 100,000 baht 
a year, but also supplies housing. [BTWM, 18 June 1923, pp. 20-21]  
 
1924 
 
A new sanitation schedule is introduced, covering the area from Samsen to Sathorn. To 
be removed from the area are pig, duck and chicken farms, fish sauce manufactories, 
soap factories, tanneries, dyeing factories, and places where khanom chin is made. All 
are to be removed to a special factory area on the Thonburi side of the river. [14 January 
1924, pp. 23-4] 
 
Government paper factory in operation. By 1926 it was reported to employ two civilian 
and two military officers and 50 foremen and labourers. A new boiler is on order. The 
market value of its production was 47,000 baht, most sold to the Survey Department. 
[BTWM, 10 March 1924, p. 1; BT, 20 March 1926, p. 5] 
 
Construction of Rama VI bridge underway by firm des Etablissments Dayde. Work 
began in March 1923 with a labour force of some 500, mostly Chinese and Siamese, 
and two French foremen. Stone, sand and cement all being obtained locally and power 
from the Samsen Power Station. The thousand concrete bricks used daily are made on-
site. Colonies of carpenters and fitters etc. are active, and work continues 24 hours a 
day. The wage bill averages 30,000 baht a month [BTWM, 6 October 1924, pp. 32-3] 
 
Makkasan railway workshops are said to be equipped with the most up-to-date 
machinery, all electrically-driven. The workshops cover almost 310,000 square meters 
employing some      1,000 workers. [BTWM, 15 December 1924, p. 13] 
 
1925 
 
A report has it that there are 30,000 working handlooms in small shops, mainly Chinese 
men and women. Perhaps an exaggeration, but it is sweated labour in the shops. [BT, 
18 March 1925, p. 4] 
 
Both Fraser and Neave (Siphaya Road) and Bangkok Manufacturing  Co. are making 
and bottling aerated waters. [BT, 21 May 1925, pp. 2, 3]  
 
Siam Cement fulfills an export contract, sending several thousands of barrels to 
Singapore. Other orders were later received. [BT, 3 July 1925, p. 4; 3 December 1925, 
p. 4] 
 



8 
 

1926 
 
During Prajadhipok's reign it is reported that a brick-making plant was opened. [Anon., 
in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), pp. 74-5] 
 
Samsen power station, valued at 3 million baht, is taken over by the Royal State 
Railways. [BT, 20 February 1926, p. 5] 
 
Many calls in the press for the Government to become involved in industrial activities. 
Some felt that the Government should be able to take the initial losses in the interests of 
creating an industrial base and demonstrating the benefits of commerce and industry. 
[e.g. BT, 17 September 1926, p. 4] 
 
Ayudhya changing rapidly - electricity being generated and supplied by the Siam 
Cinema Co.; one ice factory has been established; Luang Vichit has established a new 
aerated waters plant, and there are two others operating. [BT, 1 September 1926, p. 5] 
 
Lampang Electricity Co. Ltd. registered by a group of Chinese, to establish a power 
station in Lampang, with a capital of 250,000 baht. [22 November 1926, p. 5] 
 
Chiangmai Electricity Co. Ltd. registered by a group of Thai and Chinese, with a capital 
of 500,000 baht. [BT, 28 December 1926, p. 9] It was liquidated in 1929. [BTWM, 10 
June 1929, p. 44] 
 
Chiangmai has an ice factory, which has halved the cost of ice, previously brought up 
from Bangkok. [BT, 14 April 1927, p. 3] 
 
Songkhla is reported to have electricity, supplied by a Chinese company. [Report on the 
Commercial Situation in Siam ... 1926, London: HMSO, 1927, p. 42]  
 
1927 
 
Shares are being quoted for 9 local companies, all in baht bare one, in pounds. [BT, 22 
January 1927, p. 6] 
 
Siamese Film Co. formed to produce Siamese films. [BT, 31 January 1927, p. 5] 
Bangkok Pictures Co. produces the first all-Siamese film, which plays to packed 
houses. King liked it. [BTWM, 1 August 1927, p. 44] 
 
Central Electric Co. Ltd. formed by 'prominent officials of the Government now on 
pension...'. To produce electricity in provincial centres. Capital is registered at 200,000 
baht. [BT, 31 January 1927, p. 5] 
 
Siam Electricity Corporation Ltd. is formed by the amalgamation of the Siam Electricity 
Company (capital - 700,000 pounds) and Siamese Tramway Co. Ltd. (capital - 625,000 
baht). The new Corporation, which is the first to receive royal charter in the new reign, is 
to have a registered capital of 22,563,200 baht. 25 percent of the capital is held by 
Siamese, and 60 percent by Belgians. Directors in Bangkok, Copenhagen and 
Brussels, with the head office in Bangkok. The amalgamation was made possible by the 
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promulgation of the new Civil and Commercial Code. [BT, 25 March 1927, p. 4] Gross 
profits for 1927/8 were 3.42 million baht. [BTWM, 12 March 1928, pp. 15-6] 
 
New tariff schedules come into operation. [BT, 26 March 1927, p. 7] 
 
King and Queen visit the Sriracha Company's lumber operation and saw mill, and sugar 
plantations and factories in the Sriracha area. [BT, 21 April 1927, p. 4] The Company 
mainly Siamese-owned, and Prince Svasti, the King's father-in-law, is on the board and 
a major shareholder. [BTWM, 25 July 1927, p. 16; 16 July 1928, p. 32] Its 1927/8 profit 
was 130,991 baht. [BTWM, 2 April 1928, p. 18] 
 
Calls for the Government to establish a tobacco company,      with some private 
participation. [BT, 3 May 1927, p. 7] 
 
Bejaburi Electricity Co. formed with capital of 70,000 baht. [BT, 14 June 1927, p. 5] 
 
Sarnbakich Prasong Co. formed by locals to produce timber for building and aeroplane 
construction. [BT, 14 June 1927, p. 5] 
 
Lee Min Dyeing and Weaving Company, said to have been operating for 12 years in 
Klong Toey. Recently spent 120,000 baht on upgrading its machinery. Directors are 
Chinese and Europeans, and employs 250 workers (up from 20 when established). 
Described as a big factory with an aerated waters plant attached. [BT, 21 June 1927, 
pp. 4-5] 
 
Nangsuphim Phim Rasadorn Corporation Ltd. is formed by the amalgamation of three 
Thai newspapers, with capital of 180,700 baht. Promoters are all Thai. [BTWM, 5 
September 1927, p. 19] 
 
Nakon Srithammarat is reported to be modernising: '[W]e are awakened in the morning 
by the rice mill whistle and our coolies eagerly await its blowing at noon.... Our electric 
light plant (very efficient) has been running for about five years. A new ice plant is the 
latest ... [but] the factory at Tung Song still finds Nakon a good customer.' [BTWM, 19 
September 1927, p. 17] 
 
Lampang now has an electricity generating plant, and a new ice factory is under 
construction, with one already operating. [BTWM, 10 October 1927, p. 4] 
 
Central Electric Co. registered with capital of 100,000 baht. Promoters include Chao 
Phya Dharmasakti Montri, Phya Devahastin, Phya Boriboon Kosakorn, and a number of 
other nobles. [BTWM, 10 October 1927, p. 17] 
 
1928 
 
Khoon Seng is sent to jail for perjury. He claims to have been employing 5,000 Chinese 
and Siamese labourers and his businesses are said to have been turning over 500,000 
baht a day. [BTWM, 9 April 1928, pp. 18, 37-8] Ironically, he was set to work in the 
prison's rice mill. [BTWM, 30 April 1928, p. 15] 
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Meng [Min] Sae Co. Ltd. is registered, with capital of 200,000 baht, to erect a match 
factory. Promoters are Chinese. [BTWM, 7 May 1928, p. 17] In 1923 it had been 
reported that the demand for matches (imports) has increased dramatically. This was 
due to smuggling of matches into Burma, thus evading import duties. [Report on the 
Commercial Situation in Siam ... 1923, London: HMSO, 1924, p. 21] 
 
Siam Cement Co. is to double its capacity so that it can seriously enter the export trade. 
[BTWM, 8 October 1928, p. 22] 
 
The weaving and dyeing industry is said to be continuing to survive, having been revived 
during the war-time, when prices for imports were very high. [Economic Conditions in 
Siam ... 1928, London: HMSO, 1929, p. 23] 
 
Bus and truck body-building developing, being built locally, and even in Chiengmai. 
[Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1928, London: HMSO, 1929, p. 36] 
 
Lampang and Paknampho have excellent electricity supplies. Chiengmai soon to have it. 
All have ice factories, and Lampang has a tannery. [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 
1928, London: HMSO, 1929, p. 37] 
 
1929 
 
A serious proposal has been made by Prince Jotiros (backed by the Ministry of War) for 
the establishment of a textile plant. It is planned to be a modern, efficient, and Siamese-
owned enterprise. [BDM, 6 February 1929, p. 1] It is reported that the capital will be 
180,000 baht and should employ 140 workers. The Prince is said to have had an 
experimental plant running for several years. [BDM, 7 February 1929, pp. 1, 11]  
 
More firms are established to provide electricity in provincial centres, with the latest 
being Thai and Chinese companies in Ubon, Chumpon and Saraburi. Some 10 of these 
firms have now been set up. [BTWM, 4 November 1929, p. 30] 
 
A Swedish match company is trying to buy out the Min Sae Match Co. even before it is 
operating. The Swedes fail, but see the European 85 percent of the local market 
threatened by local production. They engage in vicious price-cutting, but it is speculated 
that they will establish a factory in Bangkok. [BTWM, 4 November 1929, p. 68] 
 
Min Sae match factory opens on a 20 rai site on Rama IV road. All the promoters are 
Chinese. The factory has some 700 workers, 100 of whom are on monthly salaries, the 
remainder being day- labourers. Of the latter, most are Chinese women and children 
aged six years and over. Siamese are employed as outworkers who make boxes at 
home. Wood is obtained from southern Siam. A reporter described the processing as 
being done by 'complicated automatic machinery, partly driven by electric motor and 
partly by hand.' The company hoped to corner 20 percent of the local market.  [BTWM, 
25 November 1929, p. 2] 
 
Chiengmai and surrounding villages said to have silk weaving, lacquer ware, and cotton 
piece goods production. [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1930, London: HMSO, 1931, 
p. 27] 
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The British believe that there is little hope of economic development under the regime of 
Prajadhipok. They state that the policy of the Government is to 'retard development ... 
until such time as the Administration is competent to deal with the problems likely to 
follow in the wake of the introduction of foreign capital on a large scale.' [PRO, Annual 
Report 1929, (FO 371/14776), p. 1] 
 
1930 
 
Kim Bongs Dongkam Co. Ltd. is registered, with capital of 150,000 baht, by the 
Thongthatch family, to promote electricity production in provincial centres. [BTWM, 3 
March 1930, p. 33] 
 
Police close a 20-worker battery factory for using false labels. [BTWM, 14 July 1930, p. 
11] 
 
Siamese Chamber of Commerce registered as an association. [BTWM, 15 September 
1930, p. 7] 
 
1931 
 
Swedish Match Co. Ltd. establishes the Siam Match Factory, with the Borneo Company 
as managing agent. Construction began in April 1930 and it was initially planned to 
produce 33 cases a day, but this was seen as insufficient for local demand, and it was 
raised to 100 cases a day in a modern steel and cement factory. The factory now 
operates 24 hours a day in two shifts, with 325 labourers on the day shift and 225 on the 
night shift. Most of the work is automated, and the Chinese and Siamese labour is 
employed on a piecework basis. It was said that an expert worker could make about 100 
baht a month on this basis. Local wood is used for both matches and boxes. Siam's 
currently used 3,800 cases a month. [BTWM, 2 March 1931, p. 33] By 1933 the 
Company was producing 7 brands, all at 37 baht per case of 7,200 boxes. The excise 
on these was about 49 percent, but new excise rates, which caused the temporary 
closure of the factory, raised this to 195 percent. [BTWM, 23 March 1933, p. 12] 
 
Phya Bhirombakdi's request to establish a brewing plant is under consideration by the 
Ministry of Finance. [BTWM, 23 March 1931, p. 10] He is reported to have a registered 
capital of 500,000 baht, 75 percent allocated to Siamese shareholders, and the 
remainder to Germans. The latter will run the technical side, Bhirombakdi the business 
side. [BTWM, 15 June 1931, p. 3] Duty on imported beer raised from 12 percent ad 
valorem to 30 percent or 15 satang per litre, whichever is greater. [BTWM, 9 November 
1931, p. 4] 
 
An oxygen producing factory opens in Bangkok. Foreign-controlled. [BTWM, 23 March 
1931, p. 11] 
 
Siam Cement is expanding capacity, without calling on shareholder's funds. Despite 
this, and the general depression, the company makes a profit of 519,282 baht, just 240 
baht less than the previous year. [BTWM, 6 April 1931, p. 12] 
 
It is reported that there are 11 rice mills operating in Bayab circle, with millers buying 
through their own representatives. There are also said to be 80 mills in the circles of 
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Pitsanulok and Nakon Sawan. Those in Bayab have an average output of 8 piculs per 
hour, while the others each average about 11.6 piculs per hour. [BTWM, 13 April 1931, 
p. 27; same figures are included in Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1930, London: 
HMSO, 1931, p. 28] 
 
Siam Industries Co. Ltd. is reported to be expanding, and thus increased consumption 
of heavy chemicals and allied products is expected. As well as producing soap, it is said 
to be manufacturing fertilizer, cattle food, and other products. [BTWM, 23 November 
1931, p. 26] 
 
1932 
 
A proposed Factory Law is delayed due to the poor economic situation. [BTWM, 22 
February 1932, p. 17] 
 
Siam Tobacco Co. is registered, with a capital of 200,000 baht, by a group of Chinese. 
[BTWM, 29 February 1932, p. 9] 
 
1932 REVOLUTION 
 
Member of the National Assembly Mangkorn Samsen suggests that Siam needs sugar 
mills, cotton weaving and gunnybag factories, and a national bank in order to promote 
the national economy. [BTWM, 25 July 1932, pp. 13-14] 
 
Burapha cigarette factory has closed, unable to compete against imports. [BTWM, 18 
July 1932, p. 32] Cigarette and tobacco duties are increased. [BTWM, 1 August 1932, 
p. 15] The Lamsams and a group of Thais take over the company and register it with a 
capital of 400,000 baht. [BTWM, 3 October 1932, p. 12] 
 
Siam Factory Co. registered by a group of Siamese with a capital of 500,000 baht. It is 
to manufacture mosquito repellents (coils), glass, rubber products, beer, toys, alcohol 
and weaving machines. [BTWM, 5 September 1932, p. 14] 
 
A strike at a textile factory in Thonburi. [BTWM, 5 September 1932, p. 41]  
 
A neon light factory is established in Bangkok as Claude Neon Lights Oriental Ltd., and 
its capital is over-subscribed. Shareholders include a number of Europeans and locals, 
the latter including Nai Lert, Luang Siri Sombati, Mah Liap Khoon and Phya Sarasastra 
Sirilalshana. Prince Purachatra is one of the directors. [BTWM, 10 October 1932, p. 17;  
30 January 1933,  p. 10]   Land is rented from Privy Purse. [BTWM, 17 July 1933, p. 
29] 
 
Phya Bhirombakdi is just back from Germany, having purchased a 400,000 baht 
brewing plant. [BTWM, 7 November 1932, p. 11] 
 
Siam(ese) Paper Co. Ltd. is registered with a capital of one million baht. The promoters 
are: Teck Komes, Vorakich Banharn, Dongdi Isarakul, C. Kim Hah, Kim Seng Kim 
Suvarna, Phra Bibidh Basdukarn and Thien Sieng Karnasuta. [BTWM, 21 November 
1932, p. 2] 
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British-American Tobacco Co. has taken over the premises of United Engineers in 
Banmai, to erect a factory to produce cigarettes for the local market. [BTWM, 2 January 
1933, p. 25]  
 
Bangkok-manufactured matches said to be selling well in the North, and being exported 
to the Shan states. [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1932, London: HMSO, 1933, p. 
32] 
 
1933 
 
Tang Ah Co. Ltd. is registered with a capital of 200,000 baht to manufacture matches. 
[BTWM, 6 February 1933, p. 8] 
 
Boonrawd Brewery is registered with a capital of one million baht. In addition to Phya 
Bhirombakdi and his family, promoters include one European and Phya Devahastin, 
Hoon Kim Huat, Phya Sukhum Naya Vinich, and Ek Yoo Jan Sue. In 1931/2, there was 
1.3 million litres of beer imported (value - 558,682 baht), with over 54 percent coming 
from Japan. The brewery was erected on land owned by Chao Phya Rama Raghob at a 
yearly rental of 5,000 baht. [BTWM, 24 April 1933, p. 4, 19] The brewery eventually 
opened in July 1934, with the Regent performing the opening ceremony. [BTWM, 7 July 
1934, p. 26] Local beer production was seen as a serious threat to the future of 
European imports, which were predicted to almost cease. In the provinces local beer is 
already established in the market. [Economic Conditions in Siam at the close of 1934, 
London: HMSO, 1935, pp. 18, 28] 
 
Min Sae Match Co., which had been temporarily closed due to the introduction of an 
excise tax on locally-produced matches, has re-opened. Prior to its closure, Min Sae 
had been producing 17 different brands of matches, with prices varying between 32 and 
39 baht per case of 7,200 boxes. Excise duties had gone up from about 49-59 percent 
to 184-224 percent. BT expected the closure to be but temporary. [BTWM, 23 March 
1933, p. 12; 15 May 1933, p. 20] However, it again closes, claiming that illegal imports 
from Burma, escaping tax, are killing local production. [BTWM, 31 July 1933, p. 6] Soon 
after, a clampdown is reported on matches coming in from Burma. [BTWM, 4 
September 1933, p. 23] 
 
Siam Engineering, promoted by a group of Thais (including Phya Devahastin) and a 
European, becomes a company (formerly a partnership). Capital just 10,000 baht. 
[BTWM, 14 August 1933, p. 29] 
 
It is reported that, in addition to the factories, a cottage industry making matches and 
lighters had sprung up. [BTWM, 16 August 1933, p. 11] 
 
Jai Ue Vidya is reported to be a powerful merchant who owns two saw mills and a 
porcelein tile factory, employing 2,000 labourers in all. [BTWM, 11 September 1933, p. 
12] 
 
1934 
 
It is reported that there are 10,000 workers in the tin industry. [BT, 2 February 1934] 
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Siam Marble Co. registered, with capital of 10,000 baht, by a group of Thais and 
Europeans. [BTWM, 21 September 1934, p. 26] 
 
Ministry of Defense establish a mechanical weaving and spinning mill in Bang Pho, 
Bangkok. [Anon., in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 76] Military Stores 
Department opens a spinning and weaving factory. [PRO Annual Report for 1935 (FO 
371/20302), p. 41] 
 
1935 
 
Siam(ese) Paper Co. Ltd. has imported 1.5 million baht of German machinery - half a 
million more than the company's capital. The company's bankers would not advance 
beyond what was in the company's accounts, and the Government was not prepared to 
guarantee advances, but was willing to takeover the company until the production stage 
was reached, when it would be refloated would have preference in the allotment of 
shares. Production was expected to begin in 1937. [PRO Annual Report for 1935 (FO 
371/20302), p. 40] A number of military men and politicians were appointed as advisers. 
Amongst the shareholders were: Government, 7,382; the King and Queen, 400; Privy 
Purse, 100; H.M. the Queen Aunt, 50; H.R.H. the Princess of Bejrapuri, 50. In all there 
were 662 shareholders, 401 holding just one share each and 92 holding just two shares 
each. [BTWM, 12 October 1934, p. 19]  
 
Government takes 25 percent of the Siamese Sugar Co. established in Cholburi. [PRO, 
Annual Report for 1935 (FO 371/20302), p. 41] 
 
1936 
 
Ministry of Economic Affairs establish a silk factory at Nakon Ratchasima. [Anon., in 
Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 76] 
 
Division of Industry is established in the Department of Commerce, Ministry of 
Economic Affairs. From 1937 to 1941 it was known as Krom Itsararatthaphanit 
(Department of Independent State Commerce), and became the Department of Industry 
in August 1941. In November 1941 it drew up a National Economic Plan (Khrongkan 
utsahakam) which was not put into effect due to the outbreak of the Pacific War. 
However, in May 1942 the Department became a full ministry. [Anon., in 
Sinlapawatthanaham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 77] 
 
1937 
 
Department of Industry establishes a sugar mill at Lampang. [Anon., in 
Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 76] 
 
Government budgets for the establishment of a pharmaceuticals research laboratory. 
[Report on Economic and Commercial Conditions in Siam, London: HMSO, 1937, p. 3]  
 
Locally manufactured Chinese Virginia type cigarettes said      to be providing tough 
competition for the imported varieties, largely because of the increased import duties. 
Local manufacturing capacity, including European firms, is about 120,000,000  
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cigarettes a month. [Report on Economic and Commercial Conditions in Siam, London: 
HMSO, 1937, p. 13] 
 
A new cottage industry, making shoes, sacks and rope, has developed near Bangkok. A 
contract has been signed for the export of 500 pairs a month at 300 baht per thousand 
pairs. [Report on Economic and Commercial Conditions in Siam, London: HMSO, 1937, 
p. 18] 
 
Bangkok-made batteries selling at 0.05 baht a unit are said to be most popular in the 
North. [Report on Economic and Commercial Conditions in Siam, London: HMSO, 
1937, p. 26] 
 
1938 
 
The air force is said to be increasing its production of aircraft. It has one squadron of 
locally made Vought Corsairs and production has begun on the Curtiss Hawk Mk. IV. 
'These aircraft are built under licence from the American Manufacturers, the engines 
and certain other parts ... imported from America.' [PRO, Annual Report for 1938 (FO 
371/23596), p. 22]  
 
Paper mill at Kanchanaburi and a slaughterhouse established by the Government. 
[Anon., in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 76] 
 
1939 
 
Some 1,000 labourers are reported to be working a 3,000 rai cotton plantation in Nakon 
Pathom. The plantation is run by Japanese, and pays 40-50 satang a day. [BT, 2 
August 1939] 
 
A survey carried out by the Department of Industry in Bangkok and Thonburi produced 
the following results [Anon., 'Kon chathung niyom thai,' Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 
(1985), p. 77.]: 
 
Enterprise                          Number 
 
Tanneries                               32 
Power Rice and Timber Mills    27 
Textile Factories                       26 
Food Canning and Bottling        21 
Machinery Shops                         20 
Ice Factories                           12 
Coconut Oil Plants                       5 
Match Factories                          4 
Toothpaste and Toothbrush Factories     4 
Soap Factories                           3 
Cigarette and Tobacco Factories         2 
Brewery                                  1 
Glazing Works                            1 
Paper Mill                               1 
Cement Plant                             1 
Metal Shops                            285 
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1941 
 
Another Government textile factory is established in Pitsanulok. Government also buys a 
distillery in Malaya, to be erected in Thailand, and a second sugar factory, at Uttaradit. 
[Anon., in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), p. 76] 
 
1942 
 
In April the Thai Industrial Promotion Company (Borisat songsoem utsahakam thai 
chamkat) was formed, with capital of 120,000,000 baht. The largest shareholders were 
the Finance and Industry ministries, and the latter had control of the company. It had 
two sugar mills, a glass factory, a farm implements factory, a hat manufacturer and a 
coconut oil plant under its wing. [Anon., in Sinlapawatthanatham, 7, 1 (1985), pp. 77-8]  
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PART II 
 
LABOUR 
 
1889 
 
300 Chinese from Nakon Chaisri have been arrested for secret society activities and 
rioting, and troops have been sent to the area to quell those who are still refusing to 
submit. [Many of those involved were sugar plantation workers??]. Most of those 
arrested received 6-12 months imprisonment, while the leaders, including the woman 
Mae Law, received 3-7 years, and eight also received 60 lashes. [BT, 15 July, p. 4; 18 
July 1925, p. 2] In 1891 it is reported that some of those imprisoned have escaped, and 
trouble has broken out in the Ratburi area.[BTWM, 24 October 1927, p. 53] 
 
1891 
 
'King Chulalongkorn near San Remo noticed a party of workmen in an inn on the road - 
mostly Socialists as it happened. They were gaily celebrating the labourer's fete day. 
Attracted by the prospect of learning some new aspect of the labourer's life the King 
entered the inn and sat in the midst of the astonished proletarian socialist party. Offering 
them wine in profusion ... His Majesty questioned them in return as [to] their conditions, 
wants, aspirations, the organization of their societies and labour federations - just as a 
philanthropic social-democrat would have done. [BT, 11 June 1927, p. 11] 
 
1893 
 
During the Paknam incident, when the French blockaded the river, the foreign legations 
expressed a fear that the Chinese coolie population might rise up. As a result, the 
Government was asked to place small bodies of troops around the town, in Sampeng 
and on the waterfront. [BTWM, 12 August 1929, pp. 57-58] 
 
A strike in progress among hackney carriage drivers. Said to be a sign of the times. 
[BTWM, 14 October 1929, p. 66] 
 
1896 
 
'The Bangkok Tramways Company during the past week have gone through a trying 
crisis of the nature of a labour dispute. For some reason the drivers and collectors were 
dissatisfied, and agreed to strike work upon a given day. The directors fortunately heard 
what was afoot, and now a large number of new faces meet one on the trams.' [BTWM, 
21 March 1932, p. 37] 
 
1897 
 
'The employees in the Tramway company have formed themselves into a secret society. 
The management of the ... company have not got an easy task in coping with the 
tendency of their workmen, clothed with little authority, to run a Society for their own 
benefit, but they seem to be doing their best, and if they do not weary in well-doing no 
society within the ranks of their own employees can become a serious menace to the 
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peace.' [BTWM, 25 September 1933, p. 28] It is later reported that many Siamese are 
joining secret societies. [BTWM, 25 December 1933, p. 30] 
 
1905 
 
All Chinese moulders at Howarth Erskine Ltd. are on strike following the detention of 
some of their fellows and the death of one. [BT, 29 August 1925, p. 9] 
 
1907 
 
Lighter men on the Chaophraya River are on strike over their conditions of work, dictated 
by habour inspectors. [BT, 30 April 1927, p. 11] 
 
1910 
 
The poll tax strike by Chinese is reported as a big strike by labourers. Although it was 
supported by most Chinese, the press reports are as though it is only labourers and 
merchants involved. [BTWM, 9 June 1930, p. 31] 
 
1919 
 
'From Siam to Japan the cost of living has doubled in a year, and a labour problem is 
becoming insistent...'. [BTWM, 31 March 1919, p. 13] 
 
Rice millers reported to be making huge profits as the rice supply situation becomes 
'desperate'. The Chinese coolie is doing reasonably well, though, commanding as much 
as three baht a day lumping rice. In other areas, however, there have been some strikes. 
[BTWM, 19 May 1919, pp. 1, 16] 
 
Reported that unemployment and crime is on the rise. [BTWM, 11 August 1919, p. 18]  
 
The political commentator, 'Junius', writes that: 'At the present time no manufactures 
can be started, no new enterprises taken in hand, owing to the absence of a labour 
force.' He urges both increased Chinese immigration and the creation of a 'native' labour 
force. [BTWM, 29 September 1919, p. 5]  
 
Commenting on the labour situation, the acting British Consul- General, J. Crosby 
states: 'Labour problems, as understood in Europe, are still unknown in Siam. The 
"coolie" class in Bangkok is composed almost exclusively of Chinese, and men of this 
type earned phenomenally high wages during the recent boom in rice when ships were 
being loaded at express speed. The existing restrictions on the export of rice have 
naturally resulted in a lack of work for most of the labourers hitherto employed in the 
mills. This circumstance, combined with the general rise in the cost of necessities of 
life..., may possibly contain the germ of trouble in the near future.' He goes on to note 
that in usual circumstances the supply of labour in Siam has 'always been inadequate.' 
[Report on the Commercial Situation in Siam ... 1919, London: HMSO, 1920, p. 16]  
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1920 
 
The real labour problem in Bangkok is said to be a shortage of labour, and the 
Government is criticised for not giving due consideration to this problem. [BTWM, 28 
June 1920, p. 17] 
 
Both the Siam Cement Company and Siamese Tramway Company are providing 
modern ferro-concrete housing for their workers. [BTWM, 27 September 1920, p. 2] 
 
1921 
 
Drivers and conductors of the Siamese Tramways strike over Company discipline and 
living condition. They complained that the Company fines system was taking 4-5 
percent of their 55 baht monthly salaries. Normal services were maintained by operators 
from the Siam Electricity Company, while 78 workers were arrested at Wat Saket for 
holding an illegal meeting. All workers were reinstated when they apologised for not 
having given notice of their intention to strike. They were given a strong warning by the 
police. [BTWM, 14 February 1920, p. 7] 
 
Reports of a strike by compositors at the 'Bangkok Times' and a lock-out at the Paknam 
Railway's tramway. [BTWM, 2 May 1921, pp. 1, 6] 
 
1922 
 
A recent Dika Court decision confirms that the state may still conscript labour, although 
there is much debate over this, with many arguing that conscription should have given 
way to hired labour. [BTWM, 20 March 1922, p. 21] 
 
The Government is invited to join the campaign by the League of Nations to protect 
labour, and especially women and children. The reply is:  
 
     'The present state of industrial organisation in Siam does not require extensive 
legislation, for Siam, being pre-eminantly an agricultural country, has not yet become 
industrialised.... Factories have not yet developed to an appreciable degree. 
     The standard of living among workmen in Siam differs greatly from that which 
workmen in Western countries are accustomed. Living is cheap in Siam.... [Worker's] ... 
wants are satisfied with a minimum of labour, and they have not yet raised any demands 
for a material change in their working conditions. 
     To one accustomed to the unrest of workmen in Western countries, it is very difficult 
to realise that workmen in Siam are not in a state of discontent, but are satisfied with the 
conditions of employment, hours of labour, [etc.].... 
     There are no trade unions or organisations of workpeople. The result is co-operation 
rather than struggle between employer and worker. There are no strikes or lockouts 
among the Siamese. These favourable conditions form one of the great sources of 
happiness in the country, and the Government should go slowly in the introduction of 
proposals which ... might serve to upsettheir habits and customs without advantage to 
anyone.' [BTWM, 27 November 1922, p. 24] 
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1923 
 
A strike by drivers and conductors begins on 31 December at the Siam Electricity 
Company tramway. The workers gathered at the local government offices and sought an 
interview with the authorities in order to set out their complaints. They sought the 
dismissal of the traffic superintendent and two Thai inspectors, the publication of 
discipline rules, a food allowance, and a uniform increase in bonuses. The Company 
refused to negotiate while the men remained on strike, but did participate in five hours of 
negotiations with the men. The Minister of Interior intervened and asked the men to 
return to work, which they agreed to do on the 2nd eventhough none of their demands 
had been met. During the strike the Company's services were much reduced, and the 
police had guarded the Company's property.[BTWM, 8 January 1923, p. 6] A week later 
it is reported that everything is settled, with the Company having made some 
concessions. The role of the Minister of Interior is praised by the press. [BTWM, 15 
January 1923, p. 13] However, on the 13th, it has broken out again, and it was clear that 
the men had only gone back to work long enough to receive their 10 January monthly 
bonuses. As soon as the strike began again, the SEC advertised for new staff, and had 
police guards riding each car. Still, some incidents occurred. A striker is said to have 
slashed a driver with a knife, and a number of fights were reported between those still 
working and the strikers. The SEC claimed that it had agreed to all of the strikers' 
demands except for the removal of the superintendent and inspectors. The strikers were 
now particularly concerned about the rules as published by the SEC, objecting to the 
heavy fines the Company could impose on workers at will. The SEC complained that the 
strike was based on intimidation, and 300 have been paid-off. [BTWM, 22 January 
1923, pp. 1, 2, 7] 
 
The BT writes in support of the SEC's actions, stating that the fining system is 
necessary for discipline, and advises workers that even if they are fined unfairly, they 
must accept this for '... this is an imperfect world.' They applaud the policy of hiring 
replacement workers and claim that the police remain vigilant. [BTWM, 22 January 
1923, p. 9] 
 
On the 18th the strike is continuing, and the SEC has ordered all strikers to vacate 
Company housing, which they do on the 19th. It is reported that some 'old and trusted' 
employees have been reinstated. [BTWM, 22 January 1923, pp. 14, 17, 22] 
 
Tramway services are reported to be getting back to normal by the 29th. However, the 
strikers have not given up, and it is reported that a bomb was placed on one line and 
had caused some damage, putting one car out of service. Another bomb had been 
exploded on the Samsen line and had blown the floor out of a car. Meanwhile, an arrow 
had been fired at another car, injuring a passenger, and a shotgun had been fired at yet 
another car. A barricade across a line had also been reported. [BTWM, 5 February 
1923, p. 2] 
 
In April the SEC establishes new rules for its workers, giving them a six day 48 hour 
week and reducing wages from 70 to 50 baht a month. The BT describes the previous 
system as 'vicious', and says that the strike probably grew out of these poor work 
practices. [BTWM, 16 April 1923, p. 8] 
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Clerks in pawnshops agitating for one day a week off, and have presented petitions to 
the Police Commissioner through Kammakon newspaper, the 'new organ of more or 
less militant labour.' Their demands were met. [BTWM, 12 March 1923, p. 17; 26 
March 1923, p. 8] 
 
Golf caddies go on strike at the Sports Club. Outrage amongst the foreign community, 
some of whom object to having to tee up their balls. The Club tells the 'dek' (children) 
that they have no reason to be on strike, and it ends. [BTWM, 26 March 1923, pp. 16, 
25] 
 
Siam Cement Company claims to be not unmindful of the problems between capital and 
labour, and has tried to keep its 245-strong labour force content. Average wage in the 
Company is 34 baht a month, but it has also supplied some housing. [BTWM, 18 June 
1923, pp. 20-21] 
 
A journalist working for Kammakon is attacked and stabbed in the head following the 
distribution of leaflets warning of such an attack. A large crowd witnessed the attack. 
The following day a Chinese man is arrested for the assault, and is said to be another 
journalist. [BTWM, 30 July 1923, p. 19; 6 August 1923, p. 9] 
 
BT comments on Kammakon: 'There is a labour paper in Bangkok, but we have not 
followed its vicissitudes, and we are unable to say if it changes its politics as often as it 
changes its editors.' Nevertheless, the question of labour is becoming more important, 
and the BT notes that the newspaper Nangsuphim thai has also published an editorial 
on labour. This latter publication argues that Thais are not lazy and are ready to take on 
the heavy tasks such as carrying rice and pulling rickshaws and the like. However, the 
problem is that the work is not available as these fields are monopolised by the Chinese, 
employed by other Chinese. Calls on the Government to establish more state factories 
for Thai workers. The BT sees all of this as a sign of the times, and suggests that the 
position of the peasantry deserves more official attention that labour. [BTWM, 13 
August 1923, p. 25]  
 
The BT again devotes an editorial to Kammakon, stating that it can hardly be equated 
with '... active, socialist politics as in a European capital.... [However, it does] seek to 
give expression to popular grievances.... We gather the Labour [Kammakon] seeks to 
learn the Minister's viewpoint before it commits itself to any very definite pronouncement 
on the grievances brought before it.' Most recently, Kammakon has taken up the case of 
teachers in local schools who earn just 10-15 baht a month, but received little 
satisfaction from the Minister. [BTWM, 19 November 1923, p. 12] 
 
The Government again rejects a League of Nations invitation to join a labour committee, 
noting that labour regulation would be alien to the Thai and again stating that there is no 
labour movement in Thailand. [BTWM, 19 November 1923, p. 27] 
 
1924 
 
The owner and editor of the Vayamo newspaper, A.E. Soof Alli and Satit Semanil, are 
found guilty of defaming the King and Queen. They did this by reproducing and altering 
a story originally published in Kammakon. Each received four years jail and Alli an 
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additional 1,000 baht fine. The charges are not detailed and the case has apparently 
been heard in camera. [BTWM, 10 December 1923, pp. 1-2] 
 
Prolific newspaper correspondent 'Hermit' congratulates the Navy on its apprenticeship 
scheme which will, he says, '... open up a better future for Siamese labour.' He urges 
the Government to do more of this. [BTWM, 17 March 1924, pp. 23-25] 
 
Kammakon is said to have taken up the 'women's movement'. The editor is said to have 
editorialised that he is disappointed that women have not organised to promote the 
interests of their sex. Suggests that the Queen might head such a movement. [BTWM, 
21 April 1924, p. 5] 
 
The Chaiyaphoom Printing Press is closed by the Government for libel. It had printed 
Kammakon. [BTWM, 9 June 1924, p. 16] 
 
Of the 1,000 workers in the railway's Makkasan workshops, most are said to be 
Siamese, but there are also some Chinese, Indians, Malays and others. [BTWM, 15 
December 1924, p. 13] 
 
1925 
 
There is considerable labour trouble in China and Hong Kong, and it is feared that it 
might also break out amongst Chinese labour in Bangkok. BT calls on Chinese leaders 
to keep a tight rein on their '...more volatile or impressionable ... people...'. The best way 
to aid their compatriots in China is to keep labouring and remit money. Consuls who 
have Chinese under their jurisdiction would take a tough line of any stoppage, and the 
Thai authorities are said to be set to do the same. Some have seen a 'Bolshevist' 
influence. [BT, 23 June 1925, p. 4; 24 June 1925, p. 4] 
 
Political commentator 'Perspectiva' urges the Government to establish industrial 
organisation, incentives for people to work (e.g. exemption from military service), and a 
prime minister and cabinet. [BT, 27 June 1925, pp. 5, 7] 
 
The local Chinese press calls for solidarity between students, workers and peasants in 
opposing colonialism and the Japanese. The Government and English-language press 
refers to the influence of 'Bolshevism', and some newspapers have been closed. [BT, 
28 June 1925, p. 4] 
 
Secret society fighting reported amongst labourers engaged on the King's Lumphini 
Park project. [BT, 15 July 1925, p. 4] 
 
Political commentator 'Hermit' calls for restrictions to be placed on the arrival of Chinese 
coolies. [BT, 12 September 1925, p. 7] 
 
1926 
 
As a result of retrenchments in government service, reportedly as high as 8,000, there 
are many unemployed. The newspapers are offering advice, suggesting that they go 
back to the land or that the Government establish factories for handicrafts, to get them 
back into work. [BT, 13 April 1926, p. 4] 
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A strike at the Royal Hotel due to a three baht wage cut. The strikers had also assaulted 
the chef. The strike ends when the Hailam 'boys' are all sacked and Teochius hired. 
[BT, 12 July, p. 4; 14 July 1926, p. 6]  
 
Retrenched workers from the waterworks are said to be tampering with street water 
standards and causing much water to be wasted. [BT, 9 December 1926, p. 4] 
 
1927 
 
A large group of Western tourists arrive, to be greeted by a strike by waiters. [BT, 17 
February 1927, p. 6] 
 
The Krungthep kanmuang notes that it is not possible to exclude Chinese labourers 
from the country due to the shortage of labour. However, it suggests that undesirables, 
and especially 'Bolsheviks', should be excluded. [BT, 4 March 1927, p. 4] 
 
'Na-Siam' writes: 'Those who roll in luxury or never mix with the poor, and are therefore 
ignorant of their status in life, can have no idea how the people are suffering.... The 
standard of living and housing in this country are deplorably low; the poor farmers live 
from hand to mouth, and the poor labourers ... earn very low wages compared with 
those of foreign labourers.' Soon after he calls on the Government to replace foreign 
workers such as Indians and Javanese - 'Siam for the Siamese' at least for lower class 
positions. [BT, 12 April p. 5; 23 April 1927, p. 7] 
 
Two Chinese, Lan Yew Kai and Lee Pak Cheung, recently arrived from Canton, with the 
intention of forming a fitters' union. Carrying a letter from the Labour Union of Canton, 
they are reported to have gone on to Singapore and Batavia. [BT, 7 May 1927, p. 6] 
 
Police reported to be searching recently arrived for ships for 'Bolshevik' labour 
organisers. [BTWM, 25 July 1927, p. 36] 
 
800 taxis reported to be operating in Bangkok, with 70 percent of owners and 90 percent 
of drivers being Siamese. [BTWM, 19 December 1927, p. 21] 
 
It is reported that changes to the penal code in 1927 have made peaceful picketting and 
sympathy strikes illegal. [PRO, Annual Report 1927 (FO 371/13264), p. 12] 
 
1928 
 
An  interview with Mr. L. Bisgaard,  deputy manager of the SEC, in the conservative 
Danish newspaper Nationaltidende is reported in Bangkok. In 'Bolshevism' he states: 
'Yes [it exists], especially among the Chinese. You must remember that all the rough 
manual labour practically is done by the Chinese who enter ... in large numbers. But 
recently a law has been brought into force to prevent the entrance of undesirables, and 
those suffering from infectious diseases. This law was drafted after a committee ... had 
thoroughly studied the immigration laws of neighbouring countries. This law has been 
taken with a very bad grace on the part of the Chinese population and we were 
threatened with a general strike.' [BTWM, 23 January 1928, p. 45] 
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Correspondent 'A.M.' writes a letter to the BT lauding the role of labour, noting that all of 
the city's great monuments have been built by labour, but do not recognise labour. 
Makes a plea for a 'monument' to labour, but instead of a statue, suggests '... some 
legislative hall in which laws will be passed recognising the grandeur and the rights of 
human labour, and realising those rights in written law.... A Just Law!' The 
unemployment of 'thousands' is said to be a national disgrace. [BTWM, 14 May 1928, 
pp. 23-24] 
 
BT warns of the influx of labouring class Chinese who are 'poor..., ignorant and infected 
with communist ideas.' Calls for the creation of a Siamese working class as such 'a 
class would act and react on the Chinese, who now hold a monopoly on the labour 
market.' [BTWM, 28 May 1928, pp. 47-48] 
 
Trouble with coolie labour in the port, with Chinese labourers refusing to unload two 
Japanese ships. The police break the strike by recruiting a Siamese labour force and 
unloading the ships. BT applauds this action. [BTWM, 25 June 1928, p. 3] This trouble 
prompts 'Na Siam' to write on 'Labour in Siam', commenting that the Chinese are too 
willing to use the 'boycott'. Predicts that there is trouble in store for Siamese authorities 
in dealing with Chinese labour, especially as the latter is well organised. 'Na Siam' 
claims that Siamese labour has no such organisation and yet they are willing to work 
and work hard, given the opportunity, citing the example of tramwaymen who work long 
hours for 'a pay that is small compared to the company's profit.' Calls on the creation of 
a Government body to promote labour by Siamese. [BTWM, 23 July 1928, p. 22] 
 
Another strike at the SEC, with 145 of the Company's 200 coolies having stopped work 
over a reduction in travel concessions. The Company claims that these are only day-
labourers, and their failure to begin work does not constitute a strike. [BTWM, 22 
October 1928, p. 3] 
 
1929 
 
A secret society [union] is said to have been formed amongst women workers at the 
military arsenal, and is attempting to organise a strike. [BTWM, 6 May 1929, p. 48] 
 
Police report the existence of a labour union amongst Chinese weavers, with a seven 
person executive. A strike for higher wages is said to have been successful and two 
other strikes had been held, and there had been some incidents. [BTWM, 20 May 1929, 
p. 28] 
 
The Government is short of labour for the construction of a new prison at Nonthaburi, 
and so the police are sent out to check poll tax certificates. Those who cannot produce 
them will be sent to work at the prison site. [BTWM, 16 September 1929, p. 46] 
 
Pamphlets have been distributed by the 'Communist Party South Sea Special Members 
in the Country of Siam'. This Party is associated with an illegal union, 'The Association 
of Employees of Europeans'. The No. 2 bar 'boy' at the Sports Club is being sought by 
the police, as are other 'boys', all said to be Hailam Chinese. The Hailams 'who dream to 
establish a Workers' Revolution in Siam ... have had secret offices at Samyek.' [BTWM, 
18 November 1929, p. 26] 
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The Min Sae Match Company opens its new factory with 700 employees, including 
three policemen employed to keep 'order in the whole factory, and to see that secret 
societies [unions] do not carry on their activities...'. [BTWM, 25 November 1929, p. 2] 
 
1930 
 
Li Kuan Nam, who had led a strike by weavers in February 1929, and accused of being 
a communist, is deported. [BTWM, 13 January 1930, p. 48] 
 
Agitation at the Makkasan railway workshops over the withdrawal of travelling rights for 
workers. [BTWM, 20 January 1930, p. 3] The situation then simmered for some time, 
with the workers lodging a number of protests. By June pamphlets signed 'The 
Labourers' of Siam' have been distributed urging a strike over the withdrawal of the 
workers' daily train and other conditions of service. The police are called in to prevent a 
strike, especially as the involvement of communists is suspected. A Siamese is arrested 
for having distributed the pamphlets. [BTWM, 9 June 1930, p. 10] 
 
Police arrest 66 Chinese secret society members who have been planning strike action. 
[BTWM, 5 May 1930, p. 14] 
 
Members of the police special branch have discovered an unregistered seafareing 
men's union in Bangrak, Bangkok and arrested three Chinese men, said to be leaders of 
the union. 'The arrests were made on finding a notification posted up outside the [men's] 
compartment calling upon the members to observe May Day ... as their communist 
brothers were doing in ... foreign parts.' A former leader of this union is reported to have 
been arrested two years earlier and deported. Those now arrested would also be 
deported. [BTWM, 5 May 1930, p. 24] 
 
In Phuket authorities raid a May Day meeting in a Chinese club and arrest 24, most of 
whom are labourers with Tongkah Habour Tin Dredging Co. N.L. A further seven people 
were arrested the following day, and all are suspected of communist agitation. [BTWM, 
19 May 1930, p. 1]  
 
Widespread unemployment reported among labourers in Hadyai, due to the economic 
downturn. [BTWM, 11 August 1930, p. 14] 
 
The arrest of Chua Kiam Seng, the leading communist in Thailand, is reported. A 
Teochiu shopkeeper, the BT states that the 'communist leader ... tried to turn the bad 
times ruling at present to account. He allowed labourers and peasants alike to purchase 
rice, charcoal and other ... things ... on credit. It is believed that this was done to 
promote a feeling of friendship with the ignorant and and discontented crowd.' 
Pamphlets seized called on labourers, peasants, soldiers and all oppressed people to 
act against the government. It notes especially the oppression of the railway workers 
and the unemployed. The pamphlets were signed 'The Young Communists of Siam' and 
'The Communists of Siam'. [BTWM, 20 October 1930, pp. 2, 12-13] 
 
     On the same day, another communist handbill, signed by the 'Siamese Labourers' 
Party', is seized, calling on solidarity between labourers, traders, soldiers and the 
oppressed, not only nationally, but internationally, against the great powers. It accuses 
them of 'causing untold hardship and suffering. They carry this out by influencing 
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capitalists and manufacturers to lower our pay; to add longer working hours and causing 
us to be without employment.'  
 
1931 
 
It is reported that 6,000 Chinese are unemployed in the Bangkok- Thonburi area. 
[BTWM, 16 February 1931, p. 20] 
 
1932 REVOLUTION 
 
Makkasan railway workshops now to employ Thai guards rather than Indians. In 
addition, 700 workers from Makkasan take a petition to the Government, demanding that 
their  chief, Phra Suvabhand, be removed, as he has treated them badly and unfairly 
reduced wages. Shortly after another 100 railway workers petition against cuts in their 
overtime. [BTWM, 18 July 1932, pp. 1, 34; 1 August 1932, p. 28] 
 
Taxi drivers petition the Government for a reduction in the fees paid on their vehicles. 
[BTWM, 1 August 1932, p. 28] 
 
Government appeals to commercial and industrial houses to provide more 
apprenticeship training. [BTWM, 8 August 1932, p. 18] 
 
Rickshaw pullers on strike over the rates they pay to hire their vehicles. The police 
suspect communist agitation as those who break the strike are threatened with violence. 
[BTWM, 8 August 1932, p. 26] Within a week some 1,000 were on strike again, and 
this rose to 2,000 within hours. Owners of the vehicles began retrieving them, with 
police assistance. The strike was thus broken. [BTWM, 15 August 1932, pp. 8, 15] 
 
200 women workers go on strike in a Thonburi textile factory, protesting a 25 percent 
wage cut. Their old wage of 40 satang a day is restored after two days. [BTWM, 5 
September 1932, p. 41]  
 
Report of a strike being organised at the SEC Tramways. The Corporation acts quickly 
to get a police promise of protection for workers who do not strike, and issues a 
statement that, strike or not, wages will not rise. It is also stated that any inspector who 
strikes will never be reinstated, while a striking carman may be reinstated, but at the 
lowest salary level. The police have posted extra patrols. Meanwhile, a delegation of 
workers has gone to the Government with their grievances. And, an application is 
lodged for the legal establishment of an association for promoting the interests of 
tramway workers. [BTWM, 3 October 1932, pp. 18, 42] 
 
More communist handbills are distributed in Bangkok, Korat, Saraburi, Ubon, Phetburi 
and Pitsanulok. The BT is outraged, suggesting that Russia and the Third International 
are at work. The leaflet addresses itself to all farmers, workers, soldiers and oppressed. 
It criticises both the previous and present regime, accusing the latter of being a party of 
the ruling class and of making false promises. It calls on the oppressed to rise up 
against the 'false revolutionists' and follow the Russian example by overthrowing the 
oppressors and imperialism and establishing a Soviet state. The authors sign 
themselves as the 'Communist Party of Siam' and the 'Communist Young Party of 
Siam'. [BTWM, 10 October 1932, pp. 1, 3, 11] 
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Railway workers are agitating for higher wages. The Commissioner- General of the 
Railways replies that: 'The present rates of eighty satangs a day for a headman and fifty 
satangs a day for an ordinary labourer are quite reasonable. It is no use for them to 
complain of that pay being insufficient because they must study thrift, and should not 
waste their earnings on opium and ganja smoking or on intoxicating drinks...'. [BTWM, 
10 October 1932, p. 24] Nevertheless, the dispute continues, and again the 
Commissioner-General refuses a wage increase, stating that only the educated deserve 
higher wages. 'Plain manual labourers' with little or no education should be quite 
satisfied with their 50 satang a day. [BTWM, 7 November 1932, p. 37] 
 
Siam's first legal trade union, the Tramwaymen's Association of Siam, is formed with 
Thawatt Riddhidej as its president, on 17 October. [BTWM, 31 October 1932, p. 2] 
Amongst the guests at the opening was Prince Sakol, Under-Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce. The Commander-in-Chief of the Army, 
Colonel Phya Phahol could not attend, but sent a message welcoming the formation of 
the Association. This was placed in the Association's rooms, together with portraits of 
the King and Queen and a Buddha image. Thawatt outlined the aims of the Association 
as: '... the training of good moral character...; exchanging knowledge; in promoting 
happiness, pleasure and health; in assisting aged and crippled members; and in 
teaching members to exercise economy.' [BTWM, 31 October 1932, p. 10] 
 
     In addition, Thawatt stated: 'This Association is one for those having little and has 
been newly born into this world with much tears and endeavours combined.' He notes 
that conditions for workers have not been good, but there has always been solidarity 
amongst the workers. [p. 10] 
 
     Prince Sakol replied, stating that solidarity between workers must always be 
encouraged, for combined '... action is better than individual efforts.' [p. 10] 
 
     Not so sanguine were the British, who indicated some concern at the outbreak of 
strikes and the formation of unions. [PRO, Annual Report 1932 (FO 371/16260), p. 6] 
 
An association of compositors is also to be formed. [BTWM, 31 October 1932, p. 33] It 
was eventually formed in early 1933, as the Association of Labourers in Printing Offices, 
with a 24 person committee. Luang Vichit Vadakan is elected chairman. [BTWM, 16 
January 1933, p. 3; 24 April 1933, p. 1] 
 
A tramcar driver is arrested with a package of Siamese-language, communist 
propaganda. [BTWM, 14 November 1932, p. 3] There are persistent rumours of a strike 
being organised on the tramways. [BTWM, 28 November 1932, p. 33] 
 
500-600 unemployed workers assemble at the local government offices to register as 
unemployed, in the hope of getting some work. [BTWM, 5 December 1932, p. 24] 
Within days some 1,500 have registered for about 500 jobs. [BTWM, 26 December 
1932, p. 24] Unemployment has led to the formation of a number of employment 
agencies, some of which fleeced their customers, while others were seen to be fronts 
for subversive activities. In response, the Government established a labour bureau and 
promulgated an Employment Agency Act. [PRO, Annual Report 1932 (FO 371/17178), 
p. 10] 
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The coolie trade between Bangkok and Swatow and Hoihow is said to have contracted 
dramatically due to the combined impact of the heavy immigration tax imposed by the 
Siamese government and the general economic downturn which has reduced 
employment opportunities. [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1932, London: HMSO, 
1933, p. 26] 
 
'Society of Red Labourers of Siam' is distributing communist propaganda, calling on 
labourers to unite in fighting the Government - some leaflets found on a tram. Police are 
offering a 500 baht reward for information. [BTWM, 26 December 1932, p. 30; 2 
January 1933, p. 1] The British report that a letter, intercepted in September, stated that 
the total membership of the Siamese Communist Party was 325, 40 percent estate 
workers and 60 percent industrial labourers. Most are Hylam Chinese with some 55 
'Annamites'. An attempt was being made to establish a peasant movement. [PRO, 
Annual Report 1932 (FO 371/17178), p. 11]  
 
1933 
 
Police, Assemblymen and members of the People's Association meet with 300 
unemployed to assure them that they are looking into the situation, and hope to be able 
to provide some 1,000 jobs in the near future. [BTWM, 2 January 1933, p. 26] 
Eventually some 1,200 labouring positions are made available, but thousands are still 
said to be without work. [BTWM, 6 February 1933, p. 31] 
 
An application is made to register an association of boat labourers. [BTWM, 30 January 
1933, p. 1] 
 
Agitation by workers within the SEC, led by the Tramwaymen's Association. Thawatt 
Riddhidej and a delegation of 150 workers call on Cmdr. W.L. Grut, vice-chairman of 
the company, asking for the reinstatement of six workers dismissed in August 1932. 
Grut later replied, stating that he disliked communicating with his workers through a 
third party, adding that he did not oppose such 'clubs or associations' provided they 
were providing tangible benefits for the workers. As a sign of the company's concern for 
the welfare of its employees, 500 baht was donated to the workers, but not through the 
Association. He refused to reconsider the case of the sacked workers. [BTWM, 7 
March 1933, p. 7] 
 
SEC tightens its employee's regulations in order to prevent strike action. Workers are 
signing the new contracts based on these regulations, but many are seeking 
Government advice. [BTWM, 17 April 1933, pp. 8-9; 24 April 1933, p. 8] The process of 
convincing the employees they should accept the new contracts has been a long one, 
and by June it is still going on. [BTWM, 13 June 1933, p. 9]  
 
Police crackdown on 'Red' May Day displays. [BTWM, 8 May 1933, p. 1] 
 
Thawat Riddhidej is thrown out of the presidency in a reformation of the Tramwaymen's 
Association. [BTWM, 22 May 1933, p. 13] However, he remains active, leading 
disgruntled workers in their opposition to the SEC's new contracts. Thawatt has sent a 
letter to Phya Phahol, urging that the Government do something to force a revision of 
the contracts, and also severely criticising the Minister of the Interior and the Director-
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General of the Department of Public Prosecutions. A meeting of about 300 SEC 
employees demands Government action, threatening to resign if their demands are not 
met. The BT comments that the SEC might well welcome such a move, and feels that 
the vacancies would be filled quickly as the SEC provides conditions of service far 
superior to any others in Bangkok. Rates of pay for tram drivers are said to be 35 to 50 
baht a month (depending on length of service) plus a food allowance of about 3 baht a 
month and free medical treatment. [BTWM, 13 June 1933, p. 9] 
 
Following Phya Phahol's resignation as a state councillor a delegation of 200 from the 
Tramwaymen's Association march to his house in a show of support. [BTWM, 19 June 
1933, p. 30] A group of unemployed and labourers petitions the King on the matter, 
asking that Phahol and the three other military leaders who have resigned be reinstated. 
Within days the coup, led by Colonel Phibun, against Phya Mano's Government has 
taken place. [BTWM, 26 June 1933, pp. 6-7] The new Government soon promises that 
it will encourage apprenticeship and promulgate a law on employment, dealing with 
hours, health and safety, but which will give due regard to the 'mutual interests of both 
the employers and the employees.' [BTWM, 21 September 1933, pp. 14-15] 
 
Planters and mine owners in the South petition the Government to allow more Chinese 
labourers in as local labour is not being used with any 'success'. [BTWM, 3 July 1933, 
p. 20] 
 
300 men from various unions and associations visit Phya Phahol and urge him to 
remain premier, as they see him as a pillar of support. Phahol is consulting with some 
union leaders, and in response to another procession, promises never to abandon the 
people or labourers. [BTWM, 10 July, pp. 6, 12; 17 July 1933, p. 28] 
 
The Statist (22 July 1933, pp. 123-124), an English business and news magazine notes 
that the costs of production in Siam have increased due to '... ill-advised legislation and 
by trades union legislation.' 
 
200 male and female labourers from the military arsenal march on Government offices 
to ask the prime minister to extend their working day, as they feel that this is the only 
way they will increase their pay above the present 48 satang a day. Their request is 
granted, and they are permitted to work a 40 hour week. [BTWM, 28 August, p. 2; 4 
September 1933, p. 11] 
 
Bannoi Prabai, 'leader of the Siamese unemployed, petitioned His Majesty ... praying for 
a grant of Tcs.[baht] 50,000 to be made to the Government for the assistance of the 
unemployed.' The King refused saying that it was a matter for the Government. [BTWM, 
11 September 1933, p. 9] The unemployed then put their request to the Government, 
asking it to petition the King on their behalf. [BTWM, 25 September 1933, p. 3] 
 
Various labour groups are reported to be meeting, preparing a greeting for Pridi, who is 
coming back from exile. [BTWM, 18 September 1933, p. 13] The BT reports that the 
return of Pridi is being seen by trade unionists, and especially the tramway's workers, as 
a return by 'their natural leader'. [BTWM, 25 September 1933, p. 17] 
 
400 unemployed petition the Government for an extension of the deadline on the 
capitation tax, and a delegation of seven has gone to Hua Hin to thank the King for his 
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consideration of the plight of the unemployed. [BTWM, 25 September 1933, p. 19] 
These seven walk from Bangkok to Hua Hin, and were received by the King, who 
provided them with a return passage. [BTWM, 9 October 1933, p. 2] 
 
Thawatt Riddhidej, together with the editor and proprietor of Lakmuang, and an ex-police 
officer (Thawatt's lawyer) are all arrested for having proposed a legal case against the 
King whom they say libelled Pridi. [BTWM, 9 October 1933, p. 2] Later in the year 
Thawatt and T. Boon Thiam of Lakmuang are taken to apologise to the King. Thawatt 
denied that he was a republican, and stated that his taking up of the leadership of the 
tramwaymen's union had been born of a desire to assist the poor. He claimed that the 
poverty of poor workers did not allow them the time to be politically active. Further, he 
suggested to the King that the well-to-do should do more to help the poor, and criticised 
the failure of the Government to aid farmers, saying that the co-operative movement had 
not benefited the poorest farmers. [BTWM, 2 December 1933, p. 26] 
 
Three men arrested for distributing leaflets in the name of the 'Red Party of Labourers' 
and the 'Young Communists'. [BTWM, 18 December 1933, p. 13] 
 
Rickshaw pullers again on strike, but for one day only. [BTWM, 25 December 1933, p. 
10] 
 
1934 
 
800 labourers drom the Makkasan railway workshops lodge a petition with the prime 
minister, claiming that they had given support to the Government during the Bowaradej 
Rebellion and had been promised wage increases. These had not been forthcoming. 
[BT, 20 January 1934] 
 
Thawatt Riddhidej and Phong Suvarnavej and 40 rice mill coolies deliver a petition to the 
Government, demanding better conditions for mill coolies. The petition was received by 
Mangkorn Samsen, a member of the Assembly but himself a rice miller. He was not 
receptive to the petition, suggesting that it had been drawn up without the knowledge of 
the majority of the workers. A meeting of 150 labourers had drawn up the list of 
demands. The millers are reportedly unconcerned at the threat of a strike as the rice 
trade is at a low ebb, and many said they would take the opportunity for a holiday at the 
Hua Hin seaside. [BTWM, 31 January 1934, p. 13] 
 
     Rice mill labourers begin their strike. The police are on alert, and after one day the 
strikers are threatened with dismissal. The millers claim that they cannot pay any wage 
increase as this would adversely affect poor farmers. [BT, 1 and 2 Feb 1934] A number 
of coolies had been arrested for allegedly intimidating others. [BTWM, 3 February 1934, 
p. 28] Thirty leaders of the strike are arrested, and it seems that four will be deported. 
[BT, 7 February 1934] 
 
Thawatt Riddhidej is accused of having misused the Tramwaymen's Association 
headquarters during the rice mill labourers' strike. Thawatt claimed that he had been 
invited, by the labourers, to assist them. The day after making this statement, Thawatt is 
arrested for inciting the workers to strike, and the Tramwaymen's Association was 
suppressed. [BT, 9 and 10 February 1934; PRO, Annual Report 1934 (FO 371/19379), 
p. 10] By the 17th, however, the strike had become a lockout, as the owners had 
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refused to reopen the mills. All mills are closed and under police guard, with the owners 
stating that they would remain closed until Thawatt resigned from the mill labourers' 
committee. This he did, together with his supporters, but the strikers seem to have 
gained little. [BT, 17 and 23 February 1934] Indeed, by April the mills remained closed, 
and it was clear to all that the rice trade had declined before the strike, and when the 
dispute took place, the millers took the opportunity to close their mills. The strikers are 
locked-out, but there is still considerable co- operation between them and the 
tramwaymen. [BT, 7 April 1934] 
 
     The BT comments that the police will 'have to get busy', as the labouring class is 
getting out of hand. Commenting on earlier days when the police were on the streets to 
suppress labour, and 'had to resort to shooting', it urges the Government to concentrate 
on 'maintaining law and order.' [BTWM, 10 April 1934, p. 7] The police do indeed act, 
and begin arresting the leaders of the coolies. [BT, 12 April 1934] 
 
     The workers were still locked-out in early May, and seven of their leaders have been 
deported. [BT, 7 and 14 May 1934] 
 
A railways strike is reported. [BT, 27 April 1934]   Workers occupied the administration 
building, demanding higher pay and and end to favouritism in promotions. The Minister 
for Economic Affairs, Phra Sarasasna Bolakhand, spoke to the workers, and criticised 
them for being hasty in taking strike action, and urges them to return to work. He was, 
however, jeered and heckled by the workers, and was accused of having abandoned his 
former socialist principles. This, said some workers, had lost him much support 
amongst their fellows. Phra Sarasasna claimed that this was not true, and that he still 
had their interests at heart, but the workers claimed they had no confidence in him, and 
demanded to see the prime minister.  The premier meet with the strikers at Hualampong 
station, and criticised them for not thinking of the nation before striking, but persuaded 
them to return to work. [BTWM, 27 April 1934, pp. 23-25; PRO, Annual Report 1934 
(FO 371/19379), p. 10] A number of workers are dismissed for having incited strike 
action. [BT, 15 May 1934] Trouble continued in the railways, and more workers were 
dismissed in September, for inciting strikes. [BT, 7 September 1934] 
 
The Government appoints a committee to deal with labour problems, and to consider 
legislation. [BT, 30 April 1934] However, the draft labour laws were never introduced to 
the Assembly. [PRO, Annual Report 1935 (FO 371/20302), p. 14] 
 
2,000 taxi drivers strike, claiming that their earnings are too low. [BT, 24 December 
1934] 
 
1936 
 
A anti-Government plot is reported among journalists and a former head of the 
Government's Labour Bureau: 'The object of this group was alleged to be stirring up 
trouble among the labouring class by persuading them that the Government was to be 
converted into a dictatorship, and that they would suffer oppression.' Nothing came of 
the plot, and none of the plotters was brought to trial. It was added that labour unrest 
seemed to have declined as more stable political conditions prevailed. [PRO, Annual 
Report 1936 (FO 371/21053), pp. 2, 7] 
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The Government has refused to join the International Labour Conference in Geneva, but 
it did send an observer. The official reason for not accepting the invitation was that Siam 
was not able to provide any clear idea of the condition of labour in the country, especially 
as there are no adequate labour statistics and labour unions are new and small. [PRO, 
Annual Report 1936 (FO 371/21053), p. 7] 
 
1937 
 
A bill, for the investigation of labour conditions, is introduced into the National Assembly 
in March. [BT, 1 March 1937] The bill was passed, and required that employers furnish 
statistics on the number of persons employed, their wages, and living conditions. These 
would provide a basis for any legislation designed to regulate labour conditions. [Report 
on Economic and Commercial Conditions in Siam ... 1937, London: HMSO, 1937, p. 
17] 
 
1938 
 
A labour bill is defeated in the National Assembly, in March 1938, but a revised bill is 
reintroduced in August 1938. [BT, 10 January and 15 August 1938]   
 
100 road labourers on strike in Bangkok, claiming that their wage is is too low. [BT, 29 
September 1938] 
 
1940 
 
Another version of the labour bill is rejected by the National Assembly. [Bangkok 
Chronicle, 9 August 1940] 
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PART III 
 
RURAL CONDITIONS AND PEASANT PROTEST 
 
1888 
 
Cattle exports are booming, but the whole industry is said to be based on stolen 
animals. [BTWM, 20 October 1924, p. 28] 
 
1891 
 
A bad year for Chiangmai and its environs. Poor crops meant that '...many of the people 
died of starvation or migrated to other parts of the country.' [BTWM, 30 July 1928, p. 50] 
A British consular report states: 'The failure of the rice crop has resulted in a serious 
famine..., especially in the states of Lakhon and [Prae].... The available supply of paddy 
is not sufficient.... Sometimes whole villages leave in a body in search of food, and as 
they have no supplies the old people and children often die on the road.' [BTWM, 8 
August 1932, p. 39] 
 
1892 
 
The previous four crop years are described as having been 'disasterous'. [BTWM, 23 
April 1928, p. 52] The famine of 1891-2 in Lampang, Chiangmai and Prae caused very 
serious distress. [BTWM, 23 September 1929, p. 61] 
 
1895 
 
Prince Narathip has 10,000 rai of land under cultivation in the Rangsit area, all of it 
irrigated. [BTWM, 14 December 1931, p. 40] 
 
1906 
 
500 people leave fields in Minburi and Thanyaburi because their rents are too high. [BT, 
8 May 1926, p. 3] 
 
1908 
 
There has been an outbreak of trouble in Prae, led by Shans. It took five days to 
repress. In 1902 the rebellion had gone on for five months, but the stationing of troops in 
Uttaradit now allowed for a speedy response. [BTWM, 23 April 1928, pp. 52-53] 
 
3,000 families have moved from Klong Rangsit, leaving only 2,000 families in the area. 
This is attributed to canal silting and the new land tax. For a time Rangsit had boomed, 
but this had led to extremely high rents, and this is also said to be a motivation for 
people leaving the area. [BT, 10 July 1926, p. 11] 
 
The BT argues that the new land tax may force people holding large tracts of 
uncultivated land to move into production. [BT, 27 November 1926, p. 3] 
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1910 
 
The districts around Chiengrai are suffering 'under almost famine conditions.' Many are 
living on herbs and roots. [BTWM, 13 October 1930, p. 36] 
 
1911 
 
The cost of rice is rising rapidly, and many are alarmed by this. 'The rice growing 
districts seem to be approaching an economic crisis. In the country an increasing 
number of people are unable to obtain food, and are coming into Bangkok in the hope of 
getting some coolie work...to enable them to live.' [BTWM, 7 September 1931, p. 34] 
 
1917 
 
The King, in his birthday address notes the disasterous impact of floods, and the efforts 
being made to provide relief. [BTWM, 3 January 1918, p. 9] 
 
1918 
 
Between October 1918 and January 1919 there were a reported 20,346 deaths from 
influenza in 12 reporting provinces. [BTWM, 28 April 1919, p. 16] Final figures for the 
influenza epidemic in these 12 provinces is over 50,000. [BTWM, 26 April 1920, p. 14] 
 
1919 
 
Cholera outbreaks are reported from the provinces. [BTWM, 21 April 1919, p. 13] The 
health report for May states that in the 12 provinces around Bangkok, some 2,139 have 
died from cholera. [BTWM, 16 June 1919, p. 7]  
 
'Quite a large number of those who cultivated the land for the present wonderful crop 
had sold the greater part of the crop they were working for, even before they had sown 
the seed. The sowing has been a source of very great wealth, in the shape of money ... 
is mainly in the hands of Chinese middlemen and Siamese capitalists.' [BTWM, 26 May 
1919, p. 5] This analysis is followed by a letter, by 'Some Siamese Farmers' 
complaining of the avarice of the Chinese. [BTWM, 2 June 1919, p. 2] 
 
From Pitsanulok it is stated that rice is short and that hunger is being felt by some. 
[BTWM, 23 June 1919, p. 5] 
 
An official report is released, stating: 'There is a shortage of rice in many ... provinces 
and it became necessary for the Treasury to advance large sums for the purpose of 
buying and transporting rice for the relief of the people. It is apparent that rice stocks in 
the country are small.' [BTWM, 1 September 1919, p. 22] 
 
'Want of food' and cholera said to be causing 'distress' in Nakon Sawan. [BTWM, 1 
December 1919, p. 5] 
 
1919 has seen a cholera epidemic, with 17,500 reported cases, with 12,800 deaths. 
[BT, 9 April 1927, p. 7] 
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1920 
 
More reports of bad crops, with one from Prae adding that 'many have nothing to live 
on,' as crops are only a quarter to a third of average. Jungle food is being utilised, and 
'thousands are moving north into Chiengrai.' Government relief is underway. The King 
temporarily reduces penalties for the non-payment of land, capitation and fisheries 
taxes, due to the economic downturn. [BTWM, 12 January 1920, pp. 6-7, 11] 
 
The cholera epidemic marches on, and in the year to March 1920, the 12 reporting 
provinces have recorded more than 10,500 deaths. [BTWM, 26 April 1920, p. 14] 
 
It is said that 400 families have left the Ubon and Surin areas for French Indochina due 
to famine. People in the area are said to have been living on roots and vegetables, and 
there are many begging. [BTWM, 26 April 1920, p. 14] 
 
Seed and food grain are said to be scarce in Ayudhya, and the poorer families are 
seeking to mortgage their land in order to buy seed for the following season. [BTWM, 3 
May 1920, p. 21] 
 
A land dispute is raging in Chonburi, where Phya Phipat Kosa, who claims to have 
spent 20,000 baht establishing an estate, has had his land occupied by squatters who 
refuse to pay rent. Some murders are reported to have resulted (murder is said to be 
bought for as little as 20 baht), and the Government is being urged to resolve the matter. 
[BTWM, 10 May 1920, p. 15] 
 
Rice is short in Roi-Et, and the Government is trying to control the rice trade there, to 
overcome the shortages. [BTWM, 7 June 1920, p. 1] Rice is also being requisitioned in 
Ubon. [BTWM, 12 July 1920, p. 1] However, this appears to be too late as a month later 
'famine' is said to be causing 'grave anxiety' in the area. [BTWM, 23 August 1920, p. 14] 
Meanwhile, Udorn is also said to be suffering rice shortages. [BTWM, 9 August 1920, 
p. 1] 
 
The BT notes that while the Government is now making efforts to reorganise itself in the 
face of severe economic problems, the help to be given to cultivators is too little, too late: 
'Theory is one thing, but interests are strong. The modern history of the six [inner] 
provinces would make a telling paragraph in Karl Marx's chapter on the "Expropriation of 
the Agricultural Population from the Land".' [BTWM, 30 August 1920, pp. 2-3]  
 
1921 
 
Robber bands particularly active in Pichit and Rayong. [BTWM, 5 September 1921, p. 
22] 
 
Rice is said to be short in Chieng Rai, with most people down to one meal a day. 
[BTWM, 17 October 1921, p. 23] 
 
1922 
 
Gang robberies on the rise in Suphanburi. [BTWM, 20 February 1922, p. 1] Such 
reports are common; for example, a gang robs a temple in Ayudhya of 3,000 baht. 
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[BTWM, 24 April 1922, p. 10] There are also many reports of seemingly anonymous 
shootings, mainly in the countryside - one person a day is said to be dying a violent 
death in Ratburi. [BTWM, 13 March 1922, p. 23] 
 
'An Agriculturalist' writes to the BT on the alienation of paddy land, noting that 
agriculture is the backbone of the country, and 'indeed a great proportion of the 
members of upper-class society in Bangkok derive at least a part of their income from 
the toilers on the paddy fields.' Because of this, farmers must be protected so that they 
do not become 'impoverished, landless labourers.'  Nevertheless, alienation is taking 
place at a rapid rate due largely to the farmer's lack of sophistication. 'An Agriculturalist' 
believes that the average cultivator is 'a simpleton, content to live in a sort of dreamland. 
He seems to have lost the individual will and ability to shape out a better future for 
himself...'. Together with unsophisticated ideas and superstition, there is no thought of 
planning or saving, with the result being that in bad years he falls prey to the Chinese 
moneylender. 'The real workers, the people who have made Siam what she is, have 
been the communities of cultivators, whose easy habits have been formed by the 
unchanging traditions of generations...'. However, these communities are now being 
broken up, and instead of becoming a 'higher middle class, the proprietors ... are 
gradually ... being reduced to landless labourers working for a pittance...'.  Later, he 
adds that one of the factors leading to land alientation is the breakdown in the 'old 
ordering of things'. Then, peasants could not mortgage their land, but now they can, 
having acquired their freedom. They are said to be 'children' when compared to the 
Chinese trader, and 'they require protection against themselves in money matters.' 
[BTWM, 12 June 1922, pp. 4-6, 16-17] 
 
This view is contested by another anonymous writer, saying that it is quite wrong to 
accuse the peasant of being a simpleton: 'The very system of government under which 
they have lived for the past hundred years has compelled the development of defensive 
armour against the many attempts to exploit them.' Indeed, it is suggested that the 
Chinese middleman does not have it all his own way. Further, the creation of a tenant 
class has not just been the work of moneylenders, and the writer offers the examples of 
Klong Mahasawat, Klong Phasi Charoen and Klong Rangsit. This latter area alone has 
half a million rai of land owned by non-agriculturalists. In addition, 'land-grabbing' at, Lat 
Ban Luang and Singhanart, by 'high personages' is also mentioned. Look to local, 
economic conditions for the cause of tenancy the writer suggests. [BTWM, 12 June 
1922, pp. 24-25] 
 
Cattle and buffalo theft is rampant in Minburi and Rangsit. [BTWM, 10 July 1922, p. 9]  
 
'An Agriculturalist', with the new pen-name 'Cultivator', continues to argue for changes 
in the rural sector, calling for an organisation of a 'union of interests between the more 
intelligent and prosperous members of the Siamese nation and their less fortunate and 
less intelligent brothers of the cultivating class.' [BTWM, 24 July 1922, p. 22] 
 
The Red Cross warns that there is a real danger of famine in two districts of Chiengrai. 
Of a population of 38,177 in Muang Pan, some 24,352 are said to be in need of food, 
and of 50,183 in Muang Payao, 31,410 are in a similar situation. Local officials have not 
been successful in overcoming the shortages, and in Pan the people took matters into 
their own hands, raiding and East Asiatic Company granary and taking 40 baskets of 
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rice. The Red Cross calls for donations to aid the hungry. [BTWM, 2 October 1922, p. 
9] 
 
The Government proposes a nationwide extension of the co- operatives programme in 
order to overcome the problems of indebtedness and landlessness in the countryside. 
[BTWM, 6 November 1922, p. 5] 
 
1923 
 
Reginald le May claims that remittances by the Chinese are causing the stagnation of 
the Siamese rice trade. [BTWM, 22 January 1923, p. 23] 
 
A local newspaper claims to have received letters from people in all parts of the country 
complaining of the 'contemptuous and unjust ways in which they treated by officials.' 
[BTWM, 9 July 1923, p. 17] 
 
18,601 men are reported to have each given 14 days labour service on canal-deepening 
projects in Roi-Et. [BTWM, 23 July 1923, p. 11] 
 
There has been a widespread rebellion in Pattani, said by a journalist for the Pinang 
Gazette to have been due to injustices in labour services and taxation perpetrated by 
provincial officials. [BTWM, 5 November 1923, p. 26] 
 
1924 
 
'Hermit' calls for military expenditures to be cut, and the savings put into rural 
development schemes. [BTWM, 12 May 1924, pp. 22-23] 
 
A phu visit (phu mi bun) movement has been established in Udorn under the leadership 
of Bun Ma, a former wandering monk, said to be able to perform miracles. It is calling on 
the people not  to pay taxes, which local officials are said to have been misappropriating. 
The Government arrested one of the movement's leaders, and the response was an 
attack on the local amphur office. The police sent in reinforcements and 7 phu viset 
were arrested. [BTWM, 7 July 1924, p. 16; 14 July 1924, p. 11] 
 
The BT summarises the annual meeting of Viceroys and Lords- Lieutenant where rural 
conditions were discussed in some detail. Mortgages were of particular concern, and 
the Minister of the Interior presented figures to illustrate the problem. These figures 
showed that: in Nakon Pathom, of 9,277 land title deeds, 8,066 had been pledged for 
loans; in Samut Sakhon, 792 of 1404 had been pledged; and in Suphanburi, 10,487 of 
17,610. As these figures related to mortgages registered at the  Land Registry, the real 
number of mortgages was assumed to be much higher. The meeting urged an 
extension of co-operatives and a national bank. [BTWM, 11 August 1924, p. 27] 
 
Co-operative societies are still in the experimental stage with just 1,235 members in 64 
societies at the end of 1923/24. No society was free of debt, all having been established 
through loans from the Siam Commercial Bank. The average annual income of society 
members was 174 baht, with expenditures totalling 87 baht. [BTWM, 15 December 
1924, pp. 20-21] By 1926/27 there were 77 co-operatives with just 1,390 members. 
[BTWM, 19 March 1928, p. 49] 
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1925 
 
The press is reporting that due to rural poverty the land tax is becoming increasingly 
difficult to collect, and that revenue officers have sometimes siezed property and sold it. 
[BT, 22 January 1925, p. 4 
 
'Perspectiva' contributes a long article on the rice industry to the BT. The basic problem 
is said to be that farmers are becoming poorer. 'In a word the position of the farmers is 
economically unsound.... The rent of land is high....The sale of padi is controlled by 
middlemen, who are usually the moneylenders as well.... [T]he farmers usually find 
themselves in debt to the middlemen...[and] years of such dealings will kill ambition...'. 
'Perspectiva' criticises the Government for too much rhetoric and not enough action, 
adding that the only course is for the Government to take over the whole rice industry 
ex-farm. [BT, 21 April 1925, p. 5] 
 
Nangsuphim thai claims that current interest rates in the countryside from 
moneylenders are 5-10 percent a month. The position of farmers is said to be 
worsening. [BT, 25 April 1925, p. 6] 
 
A landlord comments to the BT that his tenants are in a miserable state, suffering poor 
health, poor nourishment and the like. He blames it on the eating of polished white rice 
which is coming out of Chinese mills. [BT, 25 April 1925, p. 7] 
 
Minister for Education suggests to students that they should aim to become members of 
the high class, or at least the middle class. Farmers, however, while being the 
'backbone of the nation, but as a class they lag behind the times. Educationally and in 
every way they are in the lower class...'. They should be urged up into the middle class. 
[BT, 2 May 1925, p. 6] 
 
Songkhla, which has seen some crime, is reported to be 'as safe as Piccadilly'. The 
main reason for this is that: 'No Siamese can travel from one district to another without 
producing a pass from his District Officer.' [BT, 20 July 1925, p. 4] 
 
1926 
 
Following thousands of retrenchments in the civil service after Prajadhipok came to the 
throne, the recently unemployed are being advised to go back on the land. [BT, 13 April 
1926, p. 4]  
 
King Prajadhipok establishes a royal commission to examine conditions in the 
countryside. [BT, 24 May 1926, p. 4] The commissioners visit Nakon Pathom and are 
receiving submissions from about 200 people a day. All want taxes reduced - land, 
capitation, and school taxes, and fees for the registration of vehicles and firearms. 
There were also a number of complaints about individual officials who are allegedly 
dishonest. [BT, 28 June 1926, p. 5] The commissioners move on to Suphanburi and 
and in Amphur Song Phi Nong receive about 200 petitions, many on land disputes, and 
a number requesting tax reductions due to poverty and illness. [BT, 17 September 1926, 
p. 8] 
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The BT receives a letter from people who claim to be farmers in the Rangsit area, 
'...setting forth their old grievance.' They claim that the expensive Prasak irrigation 
scheme is ruining them. Yields are said to be down by two-thirds as water will not run 
onto the fields. [BT, 11 December 1926, p. 5] 
 
The 1925-26 cholera epidemic resulted in 13,637 reported cases up to September 
1926, with 9,057 deaths. [BT, 9 April 1927, p. 7] 
 
1927 
 
Roi-Et said to be still producing basically for subsistence. [BT, 15 June 1927, p. 5] 
 
Bolsheviks are arrested in Pisanulok. [BTWM, 29 August 1927, p. 1] 
 
The Minister for Agriculture, Chaophaya Boladeb, is described in the British annual 
report as being notoriously corrupt. The Government's reluctance to spend money on 
irrigation is put down to the fact that there are powerful vested interests involved: 'The 
largest owners of rice-growing land are the leading  princes, and, as things are at 
present, thinly populated though the country is, they have no difficulty in finding either 
tenants or labour. If, however, new areas were to be opened up, there is little doubt that 
the tenants ... would desert their landlords, who would then be compelled to introduce 
modern machinery, and possibly foreign labour also...'. [PRO, Annual Report 1927 (FO 
371/13264), pp. 2, 9] 
 
1928 
 
Reginald le May claims that in the past 15 years the area under rice has almost doubled, 
from 9,823,000 to 18,092,000 rai. [BTWM, 20 February 1928, p. 26]  
 
Severe drought in Korat. [BTWM, 26 March 1928, p. 36] 
 
A correspondent describes a recent trip to Cholburi: 'I have not been to Bangplasoi for 
about twenty years. The town has certainly grown, and seems to be exclusively Chinese. 
Along the whole road ... one's impression is that the Chinese are superseding the Thai. 
The Chinese are not only traders, fishermen and sailors, but now they also claim the 
land. Theirs are the big banana and pineapple plantations, and they have become 
ordinary peasants.' [BTWM, 23 April 1928, p. 49]  
 
Angry peasants from Nonthaburi petition the Ministry of Interior for the removal of their 
nai amphur who they claim is unjust. [BTWM, 30 July 1928, p. 34] 
 
'The Siamese cultivator in most cases adheres to the primitive implements of his 
ancestors, though there is a considerable number of motor tractors in use for 
ploughing.' [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1928, London: HMSO, 1929, p. 34] 
 
1929 
 
The King, in his coronation day speech, notes that the rice crop has not been especially 
good, but he still claims that he has observed a general rise in rural prosperity. [BDM, 7 
March 1929, pp. 1, 5] Most other observers disagree [BDM, 28 March 1929, p. 8] 
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Many peasants are filing complaints against officials who they claim are impounding and 
selling the cattle and houses of people who could not pay the education tax or the poll 
tax. In response, the Minister of the Interior has decreed that only goods to the value of 
unpaid taxes may be seized. [BTWM, 26 August 1929, p. 4] 
 
Some districts in Chainant are suffering due to poor crops over the past two years, and 
now a drought. The people are said to be facing a 'famine', and have replaced rice with 
yams and potatoes. Many are reported to be on the move, begging as they go. [BTWM, 
2 September 1929, p. 17] 4,000 people are affected, and the Ministry of Interior has 
sent 20,000 baht for relief. [BTWM, 9 September 1929, pp. 37, 48] By early October the 
press reports that there are 50,000 people in 'dire want' in Chainant. The authorities are 
distributing rice. [BTWM, 7 October 1929, p. 27] However, in January 1930 the situation 
had not changed, and the Ministry of Interior was negotiating with the Ministry of 
Finance for 40,000 baht for relief. [BTWM, 27 January 1930, p. 21] 
 
Food shortages are also reported from Ratburi and Nakon Chaisri. [BTWM, 9 
September 1929, p. 26] 
 
The floods in the north are described as the worst 'for thirty years'. [BTWM, 16 
September 1929, p. 29] Serious distress in the north, but no relief has arrived - it is said 
to be on its way. [BTWM, 30 September 1929, p. 19] 
 
1930 
 
Bad harvests have been recorded in Suphanburi for the past two seasons, and the 
people are in 'real want', and requesting an extension of time for their poll tax payments. 
The Government gives them an extra six months. [BTWM, 6 January 1930, p. 20] In 
May 70 peasant representatives arrive in Bangkok to bring their plight to the attention of 
authorities. The Government provides them with transport back to their province. 
[BTWM, 19 May 1930, p. 1] 
 
BT complains that while money has been available in the last three or four budgets, 
nothing has been allocated to agriculture. [BTWM, 31 March 1930, p. 28] Later, the 
paper claims that the Government has failed to support its farmers. [BTWM, 5 May 
1930, p. 23] 
 
The crop in the south is considered a 'complete failure', and it is feared that people may 
face real problems. [BTWM, 21 April 1930, p. 2] The Governor of Nakon Srithammarat 
applies for 50,000 baht to be used to relieve conditions. [BTWM, 5 May 1930, p. 1] 
 
'Hermit' argues that: 'As our peasant class are somewhat inclined to waste their time in 
doing unprofitable work, there is a strong opinion among the members of the provincial 
administration that there should be a law giving them power to control and compell the 
unprofitable section to work properly.' [BTWM, 4 August 1930, p. 22] 
 
Rice is being distributed to hungry peasants in Kanchanaburi. [BTWM,25 August 1930, 
p. 20] 
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It is suggested that the Government should remove the export tax on rice so that Thai 
rice could be more competitive on the world market. [BTWM, 24 November 1930, p. 34] 
 
The co-operative movement has expanded with an injection of 500,000 baht from the 
Siam Commercial Bank. Membership in 1929/30 was 2,157 in 128 societies in 
Pisanulok, Lopburi, Ayudhya, Angthong, Saraburi, Uttaradit and Pichit. [BTWM, 13 July 
1931, p. 26] 
 
Commenting on the Financial Adviser's (Hall-Patch) suggestion that a moneylender's 
law be introduced to prevent the 'extortionate rates charged by the Chinese', Cecil 
Dormer states that Hall- Patch ran into some tough opposition when he discovered that 
some 'highly placed Princes found moneylending a profitable business, including no 
less a personage than [the] Prince [of] Nagor Savarga himself.' Further, the proposed 
law had 'Terrified the Minister of Finance and he had dropped it like a hot brick.' [PRO, 
Siam - Financial Position 1930 (FO 371/14776), 20 November 1930] 
 
1931 
 
King's coronation day speech centres on the economic downturn, and he acknowledges 
the hardships being endured by the people. However, he notes that the situation is a 
world-wide phenomenon and that the Government cannot do too much about it. 
Nevertheless an investigation into the rice industry has been commenced. [BTWM, 2 
March 1931, pp. 25-27] 
 
Ministry of Agriculture is reformed to move it more towards the application of scientific 
knowledge in crop diversification, and livestock improvement. However, there are no 
injections of funds. [BTWM, 23 March 1931, pp. 3, 16] 
 
Ten farmers from Bangkhen petition for leniency on the land tax. They cannot pay and 
fear that their property and belongings will be seized and sold. [BTWM, 10 August 
1931, p. 24] 
 
It is reported that due to distress in the rural areas, peasants have been selling whatever 
gold they have at very low prices. The Government enters the market to force up gold 
prices. [BTWM, 28 September 1931, p. 22] 
 
1932 
 
The padi land tax is reduced by 20 percent but, at the same time, the area subject to the 
tax is widened. [BTWM, 8 February 1932, p. 27] 
 
70 Lao peasants from Ratburi arrive in Bangkok to petition the Minister of Interior for 
land tax reductions. [BTWM, 22 February 1932, p. 17] 
 
The King states that he is receiving many petitions from people complaining of the 
depression and their precarious position. They entreat the King to alleviate their 
suffering by remitting taxes. The King replies that he cannot do this - everyone must 
bear the common hardship. [BTWM, 13 June 1932, p. 2] 
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1932 REVOLUTION 
 
The People's Party regime reduces some rural taxes - salt and garden and vegetable 
taxes. [BTWM, 11 July 1932, pp. 1-2] Padi land tax is reduced by about one-half. 
[BTWM, 15 August 1932, pp. 8-9] Later, the tax on sugar plantations was reduced by 
half. Also reduced by half were taxes on tobacco, attap and  sugar palm plantations and 
gardens in Nakon Srithammarat. [BTWM, 17 October 1932, p. 37] The British saw this 
as the Government doing what they could 'to make the farmer's position easier. Various 
small taxes which hit the poorest cultivator were repealed, and in September an Act was 
passed safeguarding the agriculturalist's property from being impounded for debt.' 
[PRO, Annual Report 1932 (FO 371/17178), p. 6]  
 
The Government is to aid starving peasants in Ratburi. [BTWM, 5 September 1932, p. 
17] 
 
The Communist Party of Siam and the Communist Young Party of Siam call on farmers 
to unite with workers and soldiers in opposing repression. These pamphlets were issued 
in Bangkok, Pisanulok, Korat, Ubon, Saraburi and Phetburi on the same day. [BTWM, 
10 October 1932, pp. 1, 11] 
 
The collection of taxes has become difficult in rural areas because a 'number of the 
peasants thought that their liability to pay had ceased as a consequence of the 
"revolution".' [Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1932, London: HMSO, 1933, p. 12] 
 
Phaya Manopakorn, in an official statement of Government policy, acknowledges that 
the economic depression has hit rice badly, with very low prices, 'causing our farmers 
much distress.' He goes on to note that 'the only direct assistance afforded them ... is 
the co-operative credit system. Apart from this it is the Government's intention to 
introduce the principle of co-operation in production, ... in the use of implements, a more 
scientific method of cultivation, sale of produce  and the purchase of food and 
necessities.' He also promised attention to agricultural infrastructure. [BTWM, 28 
December 1932, pp. 12-14] Later he stated that rural indebtedness was a major 
problem. [BTWM, 17 April 1933, pp. 3-4.] 
 
1933 
 
BT comments that the nationalisation of land in Siam would be a 'disasterous policy ... 
[for it] is his right of ownership that makes the Siamese peasant the power he is and 
keeps him law- abiding...'. The newspaper claims that those who propose such a 
scheme are interested in 'real revolution'. (This is an attack on Pridi Phanomyong and 
his economic plan, although he is not mentioned.) [BTWM, 10 April 1933, p. 23] 
 
In the Wangkrachom district of Nakon Nayok 400 people, led by a police sergeant, call 
on the Government to take rice fields from the rich and hand them over to the poor. They 
also request that rural debts be cancelled. The Government set up a committee to study 
the requests, but rejected them, stating that there was plenty of unoccupied land for 
those who wanted it. [Duang Prathep, 7 May 1933] 
 
The Government releases plans to extend the co-operative movement which now has 
191 societies. With an injection of 900,000 baht the Government hopes to create a 



43 
 

further 130. [BTWM, 4 September 1933, p. 23] In addition, the Government states that 
it will attempt to find ways of helping the landless to acquire land. [BTWM, 21 
September 1933, p. 14.] 
 
Thawatt Riddhidej of the Tramwaymen's Association tells the King that co-operatives 
have failed, and that more should be done for poor farmers. [BTWM, 2 December 1933, 
p. 26] 
 
1934 
 
A good rice crop has been reported, but prices are still low. The major internal problem 
is said to be indebtedness, and while difficult to measure, mortgages registered at the 
provincial land offices from 1915/16 to 1931/32 involved 82,337,610 baht or 35.25 baht 
per rai of mortgaged land, and with each mortgage averaging 1,450.82 baht. Landlords 
are having difficulty in collecting rents, and the British argue that something must be 
done to aid these indebted farmers. [PRO, Annual Report 1934 (FO 371/19379), p. 27] 
 
The Government has been encouraging the growing of crops other than rice, but 'lack of 
capital has thus far allowed only a few preliminary steps to be taken.' Nevertheless, the 
'indebtedness of the farmer continues to be the main problem of internal economy.' 
[Economic Conditions in Siam ... 1934, London: HMSO, 1935, pp. 2, 18] 
 
1935 
 
Farmers from Ban Pli in Samutprakan have appealed to the Government for padi seed 
and food as their crops have failed. Hungry families from Chacheongsao are arriving to 
go begging in Bangkok. [BT, 26 April 1935] 
 
100 farmers from Bangkok and surrounding provinces assemble at the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, and call on the the minister to help them with creditors. The minister 
agreed to assist but stated that the Government had to proceed with caution. [BT, 30 
April 1935] 
 
A further 200 farmers assemble at the Ministry complaining of debt problems. A week 
later another 300 peasants have requested a Bangkok member of the National 
Assembly to represent their cause at the Ministry of Economic Affairs - again, the 
problem is debt. [BT, 21-28 May 1935] The Government appoints a committee to 
examine the debt problem as 400 farmers from 15 different provinces protest at the 
Ministry over their debt situation. [BT, 11 June 1935] 
 
1937 
 
Hungry farmers are reported to be moving into Bangkok. [Srikrung, 21 August 1937] 
 
Drought is reported in Cholburi, with many people going hungry. Indeed, 800 of them 
raid a rice mill in search of food, but are prevented from getting in by police who arrest 
three. [BT, 28 August 1937] 
 
The British report that the Japanese are buying rubber-bearing land in the south. [PRO, 
Annual Report 1937 (FO 371/22215), p. 12] 
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1942 
 
Phibun urges farmers to work harder and to sell rice to the Government's Thai Rice 
Company, and not to Chinese buyers. [Bangkok Chronicle, 28 October 1942] 
 
 


