
the dilemmas of expertise. The case studies repeatedly show that local projects
invariably need expert assistance in economic, logistical, legal, scientific and other
specialised fields if they are to have any hope of success. Outside guidance is
unavoidable.

Yet, at its extreme it can fall into the paternalistic social welfare measures of the
colonial Ethical System, or the – often well-intentioned – top-down social
engineering of the New Order, characterised by the weary lament from officials of
‘‘rakyat masih bodoh’’ (the people are still stupid). In no sense do these authors fall
into those traps, quite the contrary. However, abstract general prescriptions cast in
the passive voice (certain changes . . . ‘‘will be needed’’ etc.) leave open troubling
uncertainty about where outside experts might exceed their brief. We are told that
intervention to achieve governance reforms and institutional linkages at various
levels need ‘‘to be reformulated’’, and so on. No doubt, but by whom exactly; and
how? Crucial political and organisational dimensions are never fully addressed when
the language takes this turn. Elsewhere in the book we read of aspiration to
democratic forms of governance that will secure ‘‘equity and sustainability.’’ It rolls
off the tongue so easily, yet what are the underlying implications of such aims? The
studies show that decentralisation has opened up hope for the redress of long-
neglected rights and other problems. It has produced failures as well as successes, but
then it ought to be expected that democratic change will take time. But democracy
and equity? Yes, the two are intimately connected but really, it is not as simple as this
easy formulation suggests. Most of the nations that claim to be democracies, and
that have been democratic for many decades, still fall a long way short in the equity
stakes. And sustainability – that is the hard one. Democracy and equity need time,
but one can hope that we will all get there eventually. By contrast, so many
environmental issues are of such urgency that gradual institutional change may be
too late. Again, the dilemmas are so troubling that one could wish that the authors
had pressed even further into the full implications of their fascinating investigations.
Readers, however, should not be put off by such grumblings at the margins. The
book deserves to be widely read in the prospect of serious debate about the
important concerns that it poses with such clarity.

Ken Young � 2010
School of Social Sciences, La Trobe University, Victoria 3086, Australia
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Flexibility of Labour in Globalizing India. The Challenge of Skills and Technology

Jeemol Unni and Uma Rani (New Delhi: Tulika Books, 2008)

During this most recent period of intense globalisation, neo-liberal economic policies
have been entrenched as orthodoxy in the economic and financial ministries in many
countries and within the international financial institutions. Some authors, like
Folker Fröbel, Jürgen Heinrichs and Otto Kreye in their The New International
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Division of Labour: Structural Unemployment in Industrialised Countries and
Industrialisation in Developing Countries (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1980) identified the internationalisation of production and work some three decades
ago and associated this with an increasingly footloose capital.

Today it is clear that capital, in both its financial and productive forms, has
become even more mobile. That mobility, associated with the ever lower or even
non-existent barriers to entry and exit, has spawned a huge literature. Some of it has
usefully drawn attention to the development of global production chains that bring
commodities to market from almost every part of the globe. These changes in global
production patterns have given rise to rather too few detailed studies of the impacts
mobile capital and hierarchies of production have on workers. Flexibility of Labour
in Globalizing India is a most useful and technically competent addition to this
developing literature.

In eight well-written and tightly structured chapters, Unni and Rani define their
theoretical and study terrain and then seek to map the impacts that globalisation has
had for workers in India. The basis of this study is an intensive survey of small
enterprises in the manufacturing sector, with the book providing an extensive listing
of the results. But this is not a study dominated by metrics. They are there to provide
an appropriate basis for a strong analytical assessment. This arrangement also
includes a chapter on Japan, where the authors attempt to use the same methodology
applied in the Indian study to changes in technology, investment, skills and outcomes
for workers in a more mature manufacturing economy. In the broadest of terms, the
focus of this study is on the impacts of the changing location of Indian industry in
global manufacturing and seeks to understand how small enterprises and workers
have done. The authors focus on the period of liberalisation in India from 1991.

Unni and Ranni know that examining a period of intense reform and change is
complicated and they also know that the debates on the impacts of globalisation are
similarly complex. Hence they opt to focus attention around three issues: the impact
of technology on production and skilled and unskilled workers; sub-contracting and
its impacts; and job security. To examine these issues they focus on small enterprises
and their workers. Their initial task in Chapter 1 is to examine what the research
literature already says on these issues, before proceeding to their study on India (and
Japan). The remaining chapters provide background and then seek to test various
hypotheses drawn from this theoretical and case study literature examined in
Chapter 1.

Chapter 2 examines the development of the manufacturing sector since 1991 and
details the process of informalisation in the workforce that is a part of a broader
process that has weakened workers’ bargaining power. Here, and elsewhere in the
book, the authors give considerable causal significance to both technological
development and new forms of governance, most especially at the level of the firm.
That the informal sector is huge in India is well known. However, as the authors
show, the formal sector, concentrated in manufacturing, is becoming increasingly
dominated by precarious work patterns that do away with many of the meagre
benefits previously enjoyed by Indian workers in the formal sector. Indeed, national
figures show that ‘‘the entire increase in employment in the formal sector was
accounted for by informal work’’ in the period 1999-2000 to 2004-05 (p. 19). This has
not been entirely negative for all workers as there are winners and losers in wage
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terms as skills increase and as some sub-contractors seek more productive workers.
The study then turns to a search for the reasons for this change.

Chapter 3 examines what the authors identify as ‘‘skills-biased growth’’ in the
Indian workforce (p. 52). This is an uneven process, with the service sector
demanding high skills and a more moderate development in the industrial sector.
More uneven still is the rise in skill levels and associated ‘‘wage premium.’’ The
authors find that overall there is little change, but that particular sectors show a
considerable shift and that there is a gender bias towards men. Chapter 4 seeks to
indicate the sectors where these changes have been noticed. As might be expected,
one of the conclusions is that neo-liberal policy reform has most benefited export-
orientated firms. Those industries saw an increase in worker skills and, for some,
increased wages. However, this premium for higher skills was not seen in new firms
entering the export sector or for women, except in the garments industry (p. 83).

Chapter 5 examines the auto components manufacturing sector, which has seen an
explosion of outsourcing and sub-contracting during the period of liberalisation. The
chapter is based on a survey of 101 firms in four regions of India. One of the
interesting findings of this survey was that this sector saw a company-driven move to
sub-contracting, where skilled workers in large companies were encouraged and
provided with incentives to go out and set up their own small workshops that would
make components for the big auto companies. The big companies chose this strategy
as they wanted to get rid of ‘‘wage rigidities’’ and the benefits that had been
associated with permanent and formals jobs (p. 99). The decision to encourage out-
sourcing coincided with a period of industrial disputation and extensive restructur-
ing which created considerable uncertainty for formal workers as firms downsized,
laid-off and moved to contractual employment (p. 128). Almost all of the new firms
that were established did away with permanency, benefits and so on. Some of these
firms became innovative in terms of technology, but the real benefits came from
strengthening management control over labour.

In Chapter 6, the authors look more closely at skills development in the auto
components sector. As the firms sought to reduce costs and increase productivity,
almost all benefits were ditched for contractual workers. While most gave a yearly
bonus, only about a quarter provided productivity bonuses and just 8-11% provided
any form of insurance or retirement fund. The only substantial benefit that the authors
are able to identify is skills upgrading that might make a worker more competitive in the
job market (p. 130). A staggering 94% had no unions operating and worked actively to
prevent any collective action by employees. This causes the authors to observe: ‘‘[p]oor
unionization . . . has a significant indirect effect on wage inequality, causing the wages of
unskilled workers to fall since they have no bargaining power’’ (p. 129).

As already noted, Chapter 7 uses the survey reported in Chapter 6 to assess labour
markets in the Japanese manufacturing sector, where outsourcing and informalisa-
tion has also been a trend.

Chapter 8 is a conclusion to the book. The authors again view skill upgrading as
significant, pointing out that the ‘‘choice before labour is to improve skills or be
fired’’ (p. 176). They note that small enterprises have little choice but to upgrade
technology or become uncompetitive. This conclusion makes for a mixed picture on
the outcomes of liberalisation and globalisation for small firms and workers. The
message seems to be that workers absolutely have to get new skills if their
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reproduction is to be ensured. An outcome of this is that the worker ‘‘subsidizes the
production costs of entrepreneurs’’ (p. 186). The authors end by urging investments
in education and ‘‘new’’ approaches to social security to protect workers in an
increasingly union-less world. This means that the state needs to intervene and take
responsibility in another form of subsidization of entrepreneurs.

This is a very competent account of changes taking place as Indian firms globalise in
a context of neo-liberal policy reform. It is rich in data drawn from surveys and it is a
logical and theoretically informed analysis that can be highly recommended.

Kevin Hewison � 2010
Carolina Asia Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, FedEx Global

Education Center, Campus Box 7852, Chapel Hill, NC, 27599, USA
Email: khewison@unc.edu
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US-Asia Economic Relations: A Political Economy of Crisis and the Rise of New

Business Actors

Justin Robertson (London: Routledge, 2009)

The mission of US-Asia Economic Relations is to provide a corrective to the two
predominant and opposing views of the 1997 Asian economic crisis outcomes; what
Robertson refers to as the ‘‘strong American power’’ position and the ‘‘resilient
domestic political economy approach.’’ The empirics of the book revolve around
South Korea (hereafter Korea) and Thailand, given the fashion in which both were
similarly subjected to significant International Monetary Fund (IMF) pressures for
substantive market openings and also perceived as desirable targets thereupon for
post-crisis foreign investment. Robinson sides with the strong American power
position on the post-crisis economic trajectory of Korea and Thailand in accepting
explanations which build upon ‘‘external’’ or international factors rather than
‘‘internal’’ or domestic factors. However, he has strong misgivings with the tendency
in the literature on outcomes of the Asian crisis to frame external factor arguments in
terms of a simplistic congruence of American state foreign policy and US private
business actions. For Robinson, to lend credence to the external factor argument
requires ‘‘disaggregating’’ US economic interests, paying closer attention to the
‘‘strategic choices’’ made by US capital in particular contexts, examining the
alternate forms foreign investment assumes (other than foreign direct investment,
FDI) and taking account of the investment thrusts of capital emanating from
powerful states other than the USA (pp. 11-14). He dubs the new ‘‘theoretical lens’’
the above framework offers, the ‘‘divergent US interests approach.’’

The key findings Robinson derives from his framework are three-fold. First,
though US government branches such as the Treasury Department played an
important part in crafting the agreement through which IMF loans were transmitted
to Korea and Thailand, there is no evidence of collusion or state policy support for
the traditional arm of internationalising US capital – the multinational corporation

Book Reviews 531

D
 



countries and, particularly, Thailand and Burma. Some errors are unimportant.
Thailand-based husband and wife academic partnership, Pasuk Pongpaichit and
Chris Baker, are curiously described as ‘‘a Thai professor and a U.S.-based
researcher’’ (p. 203). In another section, where Chin describes how the Wa country is
‘‘[o]fficially known as the Number 2 Special Region’’ (p. 245), he slightly miscues. It
is, in formal parlance, Shan State Special Region No. 2. There is a separate ‘‘Special
Region No. 2’’ in the Kachin State, which can cause confusion. However, these types
of minor infelicities should not detract from Chin’s penetrating treatment of what
goes on behind the shadows of the Shan hills. For illuminating the transformation of
Southeast Asia’s drug trade he has made a simply outstanding contribution to our
understanding of the region. This is a book that will be read and re-read for many
years to come.

Nicholas Farrelly � 2010
Department of Political and Social Change, College of Asia and the Pacific,

Australian National University, Canberra, ACT, 0200, Australia
Email: nicholas.farrelly@anu.edu.au
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Red vs. Yellow. Volume 1: Thailand’s Crisis of Identity

Nick Nostitz (Bangkok: White Lotus, 2009)

In mid-2009, Red vs. Yellow was launched at the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of
Thailand (FCCT). It was a somewhat sombre affair as just a few days before the
entire management board of the FCCT had been accused of lèse-majesté. This charge
can mean jail for up to 15 years under the draconian Article 112 of Thailand’s penal
code. Remarkably, it was the third time that FCCT events had resulted in lèse-
majesté allegations, one of them following the launch of the Journal of Contemporary
Asia’s special issue on Thailand’s military coup in 2006.

That the FCCT, responsible for so many ‘‘good news’’ stories about the monarchy,
should be accused of being a ‘‘Brothel of Criminals’’ and a ‘‘Den of Conspirators’’
(Prachatai, 9 July 2009, http://www.prachatai.com/english/node/1296 (downloaded
10 August 2009) is a measure of how deeply divided Thai politics has become since
the coup that ousted the elected government led by the tycoon Thaksin Shinawatra.
As Thailand’s so-called yellow shirts claim to be ‘‘protecting the monarchy’’ and
accuse their red-shirted opponents of bringing the monarchy down, the launch of Red
vs. Yellow was likely to be controversial. Given these charges, it was no real surprise
that when Nick Nostitz, a photo-journalist who has lived in Thailand since 1993,
presented his book of striking images of the political conflict that revolves around
‘‘reds’’ and ‘‘yellows,’’ the presenters and audience were quite reserved.

That the book was controversial was revealed even before it was published when
one printing house was rumoured to have refused to deal with it. Once it was out,
several bookshops declined to carry it. That’s a shame, because the book deserves
wide circulation. Nostitz was one of the first Western journalists to become
interested in the development of street-based politics and this is his personal account
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of political events from about 2001, with photographs taken from within the
competing camps during bitter clashes in 2008.

Nostitz does not present an entirely non-partisan account as he shows sympathy
for the red-shirted campaigners. He takes seriously their claims to be representative
of the poor and disenfranchised despite their support for Thaksin. And he shows a
preference for their hopes for electoral democracy over military coups and rule by the
‘‘old oligarchy.’’ Nostitz will appear biased to the yellow-shirted brigade when he
says the People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD) is hierarchical, leadership-driven,
and prone to ‘‘animosity, xenophobia, [and] at times even blatant racism’’ when
dealing with reporters (p. vi).

Although the author draws on academic references, Nostitz’s written account of
62 pages is not scholarly, but nor is it meant to be. He is also modest in his claims
about his understanding of Thailand’s politics. What marks this book out as a ‘‘must
read’’ is Nostotz’s vivid, on-the-spot accounts of the political events and conflicts as
they unfolded, often reminding us of forgotten but important events and people.
Supplemented by 96 colour photographs that convey the bitterness, violence and
sometimes gruesome reality of this street politics, this book documents a violent
period of political history that should not be ignored or forgotten.

Nostitz begins his account with the period when Thaksin was in power. He does
not whitewash the human rights abuses that occurred, including the ‘‘War on
Drugs’’ and atrocities in dealing with the southern ethnic insurgency (pp. 2-4). He
also notes how Thaksin ‘‘became a threat to the established order’’ (p. 5).

Against this background, PAD was mobilised as an anti-Thaksin, pro-royalist
alliance of particular business interests, state enterprise unions, NGOs, democracy
advocates, puritanical Buddhists and self-proclaimed ultra-nationalists (see pp. 7-9).
PAD declared time and again that its mission was to rid the country of not just
Thaksin, but the whole ‘‘Thaksin regime.’’ This amounted to a rolling back of the
political changes that began after the events of Black May 1992 and which had been
written into the 1997 Constitution. Joined by figures from the palace (p. 10), a coup
followed on 19 September 2006, welcomed by PAD and its supporters as a ‘‘good
coup’’ ousting a corrupt and increasingly authoritarian government. Conservatives
set about their retrogression, rewriting the constitution to establish limited
democracy.

The coup became the catalyst for the formation of the red shirts. Initial opposition
to the coup was led by academic Giles Ungpakorn, who later went into exile to avoid
lèse-majesté charges. Other groups emerged, some stunned into action by taxi driver
Nuamthong Paiwan, who protested the coup by crashing his taxi into one of the
army’s tanks. Soon after being released from hospital, Nuamthong hanged himself,
again denouncing the coup (p. 12). Attending his funeral were former PAD
supporters who became red shirts or supporters, including respected activists Weng
Tojirakan and Prateep Ungsongtham Hata. As anti-coup groups proliferated, they
campaigned against the military’s draft constitution, and it was then that the red
shirts now associated with United Democratic Front Against Dictatorship (UDD)
were first worn (pp. 14-15).

Detailing the escalation of conflicts, Nostitz reminds readers how big businesses
supported PAD and how the local arm of Amnesty International were taken over by
PAD supporters (p. 17). He details the support PAD had from some senators,
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leading Democrat Party parliamentarians, including their leader Abhisit Vejjajiva,
and from senior military figures, including one general who led PAD demonstrators
in besieging the headquarters of the police (pp. 25-7; 47-8).

The red shirts congregated under the banner of the UDD to oppose PAD at the
street level and campaigned against PAD proposals they identified as anti-
democratic. UDD supporters were united in their view that PAD belittled rural
voters, and Nostitz’s observations on the class differences between PAD and UDD
are noteworthy (pp. 21-3). The UDD made mistakes. It was after a violent UDD
attack on PAD supporters in Udornthani that PAD began to openly arm itself,
making street politics far more dangerous. Both sides used bombs and grenades,
guns, clubs and knives and swords (p. 44).

PAD became increasingly assertive and occupied a government television station
and Government House on 26 August 2008. This is when the violence began in
earnest. Nostitz details clashes from 2 September onwards. His photos of these
events are particularly striking.

The first death from political clashes was of a UDD supporter, Narongsak
Krobthaisong, but deaths and injuries followed on both sides, with the more bloody
pictures in the book being of PAD supporters during a police attempt to disperse
them on 7 October (pp. 33-8). The funeral of the one PAD demonstrator killed on
that day – Anghana Radappanyawut – saw Queen Sirikit and Princess Chulabhorn
attend her funeral and praise her as a ‘‘good girl who helped protect the country and
the monarchy’’ (p. 39). The royals were joined by the Democrat Party’s Abhisit and
army chief Anupong Paojinda. The media always claims two PAD deaths on 7
October, but neglect to mention that the second death was of a man who somehow
managed to blow himself up in his car full of explosives.

PAD’s ‘‘final war’’ to rid the country of pro-Thaksin elected governments resulted
in the startling occupation of Bangkok’s airports, beginning at Don Muang airport
on 24 November and Suvarnabhumi airport the following day (pp. 44-5). Despite
what some accounts say, this was not a new PAD tactic, for some three months
earlier, its supporters had blockaded airports in the south (pp. 23-4).

In a case cut short when the court dismissed hundreds of witnesses and prevented
the accused full final statements, the airport occupations ended when the court
dissolved the pro-Thaksin People’s Power Party (PPP) that led the government. With
PAD satisfied with the judiciary’s actions, it triumphantly marched home. Following
that, most of the street-based action had the red shirts as the main protagonists.
Their first action was against the Democrat Party-led government that was cobbled
together with military backing and involved defectors from the PPP (p. 49). Since
then, their protests have escalated, peaking with an attempted uprising in Bangkok
in April 2009, which the military defeated. Nostitz does not cover this period in Red
vs. Yellow, but promises a sequel that will. In addition, there have been massive and
historic red shirt demonstrations in March 2010, and this reader hopes that Nostitz
will also cover these in his next volume.

The author concludes by comparing PAD and the red shirts, considering the latter
‘‘very different.’’ He sees PAD as a ‘‘tight organization led by five people who are
solely in charge of the decision-making process, policy and strategy’’ and who
demand loyalty to those decisions. Nostitz does not see the same level of
organisation amongst the red shirts, who seem more decentralised and even
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independent decision-making (p. 55). This has led to some poor decisions and
damaging actions.

There are some factual errors in the book – the pro-Thaksin People’s Power Party
did not win a majority in the December 2007 election and the massacre at
Thammasat University was on 6 October 1976 – but these matter little to the overall
product. This is a book that anyone who has a serious interest in Thailand’s politics
should have. The photographs convey the anger, fear and violence of this period in
striking detail and Nostitz’s written account is eye-opening. Presumably, those who
favour PAD will find the book troubling. Hopefully, though, these opponents might
seriously consider what motivates them to team up with the most repressive elements
of Thailand’s ruling class.

Kevin Hewison � 2010
Carolina Asia Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, FedEx Global
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Community, Environment and Local Governance in Indonesia: Locating the

Commonweal

Carol Warren and John F. McCarthy (eds) (London: Routledge, 2009)

A year after Suharto stepped down in 1998, the Indonesian parliament passed two
laws which decentralised important aspects of policy making, administration and
revenue raising. The decentralisation laws gave local communities a major share of
responsibilities not only for their own political, cultural and economic destinies, but
also a substantial role in the stewardship of important ecological endowments in
their vicinity. These powers were pointedly given not to the twenty-seven provinces
then existing, but rather to approximately 349 districts (kabupaten) and 91 towns and
cities within the provinces. The slightly unfair joke that circulated in Jakarta in 1999
quipped that ‘‘Suharto has gone and has been replaced by 349 little Suhartos.’’

Immediately, issues arose over who, exactly, the true ‘‘locals’’ were. In many
places, long marginalised adat (usually, but poorly, translated as ‘‘custom’’ or
‘‘customary law’’) institutions were revived and became the foundation for collective
property and other resource rights (land, forests, waterways, marine resources etc.).
Provided such claims are recognised they can also lead to the exercise of local
authority through culturally-specific hierarchies and institutions legitimised by adat.
Moreover, the true indigenes can claim stewardship of environmental endowments.
Unsurprisingly, the politics of identity became intense and flowed through into the
politics of exclusion. Even in remote parts of Bali, the subject of Warren’s case study,
there have been tendencies to exclude certain other Balinese. But far more typical of
local areas in many parts of Indonesia were ethnically and culturally blended
populations, where the recognition of adat or other indigenous claims can sometimes
operate to privilege certain villagers against other long-tem residents, descendants of
earlier generations of spontaneous or official migrations – for example, local Melayu
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their rival, claims even more. The post-Sukarnoist, even post-Suharto rise of Islam in
Indonesia deserves fuller treatment.

All that being said, Unfinished Nation is certainly one of the best current histories
and political analyses of Indonesia’s career so far. Max Lane deserves our deep
gratitude for writing it and everyone will gain by reading it.

James L. Peacock �2011
Department of Anthropology

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Email: peacock@unc.edu
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Islamic Statehood and Maqasid Al-Shariah in Malaysia. A Zero-sum Game?

Kim Beng Phar (Chiang Mai: Silkworm Books, 2009)

Kim Beng Phar has authored this 62-page book for the Asian Muslim Action
Network. Founded in 1990, the network is said to bring together individuals, groups
and associations of Muslims in Asia who subscribe to a progressive approach to
Islam. This book is one of a series that aims to provide such progressive ‘‘views from
within,’’ and is supported by the Rockefeller Foundation.

In his Foreword, Chaiwat Satha-Anand, a well-known Thai scholar of Islam and
non-violence, locates academic writing on Islam in an Orientalist context but is
pleased to acknowledge change and improvement. So much so that he states that the
writings in the ‘‘views from within’’ series are by ‘‘authors at the periphery of
scholarship, using assumptions and methods that may no longer differ from those
used in the centers of learning’’ (pp. v-vi). By ‘‘periphery,’’ Chaiwat seems to also
mean that Southeast Asia is something of a periphery in the Islamic world, where the
Middle East is the acknowledged centre. This peripherality is also seen to allow and
perpetuate considerable diversity of Islamic thought and practice in Southeast Asia.
This means that the issues and problems faced by Muslims in Southeast Asia will
vary and ‘‘fresh approaches’’ are seen as being critical if there is to be greater
understanding of Islam in the region.

In this short book, Phar examines the highly partisan nature of debate in Malaysia
regarding Islamic law and cycles of argument about the establishment of an Islamic
state. That there is a debate on an Islamic state in a nation where the majority of the
population claims to be Muslim is interesting in itself. At the same time, Phar
provides a useful summary of the position of Islam in Malaysia, describing Islam as
‘‘a tectonic plate in Malaysian politics because of its entrenched, yet ambiguous
status in the federal constitution’’ (p. 1). Presumably, a shifting tectonic plate always
carries the threat of tremor and eruption. Phar’s account is focused on law (writ
broad in terms of both the secular and Islamic spheres), politics and identity. The
background of this account is to be found in the ‘‘increasing penetration of political
Islam’’ and the question of whether this penetration represents a ‘‘creeping
Islamization,’’ seen in the impact of an ‘‘Islamic resurgence’’ on ‘‘political parties,
state institutions, and societal organizations . . .’’ (p. 3).
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While Malaysia is generally considered ‘‘moderate’’ amongst nations where Islam
is the dominant religion, Phar manages to identify considerable political zeal being
exhibited by both the dominant United Malays National Organisation (UMNO) and
the sometimes strident Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (or Parti Islam Se-Malaysia,
PAS). In identifying this Islamic zeal, Phar’s intent is to show that this political
enthusiasm for Islamic law and/or an Islamic state reflects competition for the
political loyalty of the Malay population. Each party seeks to ‘‘out-Islamize’’ the
other in an effort to be seen to be policing the dangers lurking in Malaysian everyday
life. Phar sees this activity as deriving from a remarkably ‘‘reductionist’’ version of
Islam. In essence the ‘‘debate’’ on Islamic law and statehood has come to mean PAS
and UMNO arguing about ‘‘what ought to be done and what ought to be banned
under Islamic law’’ (p. 20).

For Phar, this ‘‘debate’’ lacks any real or deep consideration of the essence of
Islamic jurisprudence that he identifies in dynamic and compassionate interpreta-
tions that encompass ethical and political concerns. Throughout this work, Phar
takes the reader from shrill Malaysian political contests to a consideration of the
work of Islamic scholars, thus showing just how narrow, trite and polarising the
former are. This is where he sees the ‘‘debate’’ in Malaysia as seeming to amount to a
‘‘zero-sum game.’’

In response, Phar argues that it is ‘‘important for those in power [in Malaysia] to
understand the broad outlines of the objectives of shariah before trying to move on
to the specifics [of ideas about law and control].’’ He demands that discussion of
Islamic law and statehood be based in a far more thorough understanding of Islamic
jurisprudence and philosophy.

This short account will be useful for those who seek a quick and critical overview
of these debates in Malaysia. The problem for this reviewer is that debating religious
law will always encounter religious belief. This encounter makes rational debate
problematic. To understand this, one need look no further than the irrational and
strident arguments amongst Americans who claim to adhere to one form or another
of Christian theology. Most of these ‘‘debates’’ eschew any notion of logic. Seeking
religious essence where logic and rationalism are missing is probably a chimera.

Kevin Hewison �2011
Carolina Asia Center
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Myanmar: Prospect for Change

Li Chenyang and Wilhelm Hofmeister (eds) (Singapore: Select Publishing for the
Konrad- Adenauer-Stiftung and Yunnan University, 2010)

In Burma, 2010 has been a year of important events. The nation’s first general
elections in 20 years were held, drawing international criticism and being described
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Understanding that ended the Aceh war is a notable piece that should have been
included.

In terms of other quibbles, there is an implicit recognition that Indonesia was not
that before 1945 – it was a colonial empire and prior to that just disparate islands
and polities with a couple of overstated attempts at imperial hegemony, the Indian
influence being felt in the west but little or not at all in the east. One day a historical
study of Indonesia will, hopefully, tackle this and necessarily disagree with the
classroom ‘‘national’’ history of official imagination.

The introduction to Chapter VIII has a historical error: Portugal did not abandon
East Timor ‘‘A year earlier’’ than the 1975 Indonesia invasion. Portugal left Timor in
August 1975, just one month prior to the unofficial Indonesian land attacks and four
months before the ‘‘official’’ air assault. The ‘‘year earlier’’ in question was
Portugal’s ‘‘Carnation Revolution,’’ which set in train later events. Similarly,
Abdurrahman Wahid was not forced to resign as president over allegations of
corruption (p. 408); his presidency was revoked by Indonesia’s upper house, the
People’s Consultative Assembly (or Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat, or MPR),
over general incompetence, with allegations of corruption not pursued given their
flimsiness, later being disproved. And the Free Aceh Movement (Gerakan Aceh
Merdeka, or GAM) did not ‘‘lay down its weapons and eventually sign[ed] a peace
agreement’’ (p. 409); it signed a peace agreement a part of which was a later hand-
over and destruction of weapons.

In such a historical sweep, perhaps these details are not important. But perhaps,
too, accuracy has value lest Indonesian history be rewritten in ways that incorrectly
soften its sometimes difficult truth.

In all, The Indonesian Reader is a largely rewarding set of texts for someone
particularly interested in Indonesia’s history. It deserves a place on the shelves of any
self-confessed ‘‘Indonesianist’’ and, with a bit of explanation, could also find a home
in those contextualised classrooms that still teach Indonesian language.

Damien Kingsbury � 2011
School of International and Political Studies

Deakin University, Burwood, VIC 3125, Australia
Email: damien.kingsbury@deakin.edu.au
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Divided over Thaksin: Thailand’s Coup and Problematic Transition

John Funston (ed.) (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2009)

Not that long ago, in a note to an article in Contemporary Southeast Asia (31, 2,
2009, p. 241), Michael Montesano wrote: ‘‘The pace of events in Thailand during the
late 2005 to early-to-mid-2009 period was such that accounts and analyses were often
dated before they appeared.’’ He overstates the case, for there are several accounts of
the period that remain valuable. In the case of this edited collection, Montesano’s
observation would appear to hold.
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All the papers in this book were written for the Australian National University’s
Thai Updates in 2006 and 2007 and have been lightly edited by John Funston. Very
few of the chapters show any serious revision since they were presented and the
collection is now dated and some of the papers are shallow. Attributing blame for
this to authors, editor, publisher or the bean counters in the Australian education
system is probably not useful, but one wonders why these papers were published in
book form. Web-based publishing would have been more timely. This is not to say
that the collection is entirely useless, for there are some highlights, mentioned
below.

The Thai Updates brought together a range of speakers, including several well-
known academics from Thailand and contributors from Australia and Singapore.
The chapters represent this diversity and range across politics, the conflict in the
south and economics. Some of the chapters are academic papers, while others read
very much like the notes for (probably interesting) presentations in 2006 and 2007.

The collection begins with an Introduction by Funston where he sets the scene of
political events from about the time of the election to government of the Thai Rak
Thai Party (TRT) until 2007. He also introduces the book’s chapters. Like many
commentators, Funston feels that Thailand has fallen from a state of unity to one of
deep social and political division. He cites the conservative, never elected former
Prime Minister Anand Punyarachun on this. This interpretation is misleading. What
has happened is that the conflicts that have long been repressed by the weight of the
security apparatus, economic compulsion and royalist ideology have finally been
released by the political, social and economic changes that have remade Thailand in
recent decades. Conservatives like Anand simply can’t understand that ‘‘their’’
Thailand has changed.

Montesano’s paper (Ch. 1) for this collection begins with a chronology of the
events leading up to the 19 September 2006 military coup before dissecting
the opposition to Thaksin Shinawatra and his TRT. He then discusses the role of the
monarchy (with an apparently royalist and incongruous subtitle ‘‘His Majesty the
King’’) and discussions of the role of the monarchy/palace before short sections on
the courts, Singapore’s role (which, in hindsight, seems something of a curiosity), the
war in the south and the coup. It doesn’t really come together, but Montesano is an
astute observer and is correct to identify the coup with palace political interventions.

Chapter 2 by Thitinan Pongsudhirak is about the 1997 Constitution. Thitinan has
been an active commentator in the media over the past decade and usually has
something interesting and useful to say. However, this chapter appears to not have
been revised from its 2006 presentation. Most of his emphasis is on the assets
concealment case that Thaksin Shinawatra faced when first elected. The positive
verdict he got is seen as the beginning of the end for the 1997 basic law. That’s a
useful point, but the paper doesn’t discuss the case in detail or the numerous other
challenges posed to the constitution during Thaksin’s time in power. And, being
written before the military’s 2007 Constitution was pushed through, the paper leaves
the reader back in 2006.

Chapter 5, by Vitit Muntarbhorn, takes the story up to 2007, but even this paper is
not updated from the period just prior to the military’s managed referendum in 2007.
Vitit’s paper is followed by Suchit Bunbongkarn’s sixth chapter, which includes the
results of the military-managed referendum, but it remains a short and dated paper.
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Suchit served the military-backed government and, hence, the value of the paper is in
revealing how a military ally thought about the constitution and the elections.

Gothom Arya’s contribution (Ch. 3) is a short account of ideas about good
governance and the impact of the coup. It discusses the problems that emerged as the
military ‘‘doctored’’ various institutions, including the Constitutional Court/Tribunal
and appointed military allies to powerful positions in the auditor-general’s office and
counter-corruption bodies. Even so, the paper remains rooted in its origins in 2006.

One of the more useful chapters is that by Chairat Charoensin-o-larn (Ch. 4).
While also not updated from about a year after the coup, it is an insightful, well-
referenced and detailed paper that assesses post-coup power struggles and does so in
a manner that seeks to have some theoretical claims. The events Chairat covers are
not so different from the papers discussed above, but he has good detail and displays
sound judgement of the longer-term impacts of the return to political prominence by
the armed forces.

Chapters 7 to 10 all deal with the southern violence. Chaiwat Satha-Anand’s (Ch.
7) short but eloquent paper discusses the difficulties of finding a solution to what is
variously described as separatism, insurgency and a Malay-Muslim search for
identity. Chaiwat was a member of the National Reconciliation Commission and he
brings that experience to bear in the chapter. In the end, Chaiwat remains pessimistic.
For him, the southern turmoil is a ‘‘story of pain in an imagined land caused by the
centre that refuses to come to terms with reality’’ (p. 107). That remains true today.

Michael Connors (Ch. 8) provides his reflections on beginning fieldwork in the
south and suggests some controversial ideas related to ethnicity, identity, internal
colonialism and nationalism. However, the chapter remains sketchy about how these
ideas might inform research and analysis. Clearly, though, these terms would have
provoked discussion when presented.

In Chapter 9, John Funston discusses various suggestions that have been made
over several decades for decentralisation to be the centrepiece of a new governance in
the region. Like many others, he sees the current round of violence in the south as
emanating from policies Thaksin put in place. It is true that the violence seems to
have taken new forms and the casualties are greater than in the past. At the same
time, if one looks back over the past few decades, spikes in violence are common.
Each time there is a spike, decentralisation is posed as a solution. Undoubtedly,
decentralisation would have positive impacts. Indeed, decentralisation would also be
a useful innovation in other parts of Thailand.

In Chapter 10, Joseph Liow includes a useful discussion of the development of
reformist Islam in the south. The value of this chapter is in his assessment of
reformers, who might be considered more ‘‘fundamentalist’’ or ‘‘radical.’’ There is
remarkably little English-language material available on this topic, so Liow’s chapter
is a valuable contribution that places the reformers’ work and ideas in a broader
context of the history of Islamic change in Thailand.

The chapters by economists Peter Warr (Ch. 11) and Bhanupong Nidhiprabha (Ch.
12) are pretty much as one would expect. There’s data, some discussion couched in
neo-classical terms, and some policy-related pontificating. Warr seeks to answer a
question that is altogether too asinine. He claims (p. 150) that Thaksin took office
promising to ‘‘return to the double-digit growth rates of the boom decade of 1987 to
1996 and to eradicate poverty within a decade. To what extent were these promises
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fulfilled?’’ Warr provides no reference that attributes the promises to Thaksin. Thaksin
made many commitments. Many of these were drawn from the most comprehensive
policy platform ever developed in Thailand. Reducing poverty and increasing growth
and income were certainly elements of this platform. Assessing these broad promises in
the terms Warr suggests works for a talk, but is too simplistic in this chapter format
not least because Thaksin was thrown out before the decade was completed. Even with
this simplistic approach, however, Warr has collected some useful data.

Bhanupong’s chapter follows Warr’s chronologically and shows how the economy
declined under the military-backed government in 2007. Bhanuphong blames this on
political instability (that began in 2005) and worries that continued low growth will
eventuallymean lower living standards (p. 177). He also identifies poor economic policy
by the Surayud government, citing capital controls as a major ‘‘policy faux pas’’ (p.
179). He concludes: ‘‘Military coups in the past did not destroy [business] confidence . . .
The . . . [2006] coup, however, has destroyed the democratic underpinning of the
stability of political and economic structures and sapped the economic strength of the
Thai economy’’ (p. 187). The collection concludes with a chapter by businessman Glen
Robinson (Ch. 13) who disagrees with Bhanupong’s assessment of the business climate.
He claims foreign investors stayed with Thailand and has limited supporting data.
However, in reviewing this period, Bhanupong is far more convincing.

This collection has arrived too late and with too little work having been done to
bring it up to date. Papers from valuable events like the Thai Update should be
available immediately. Waiting several years for (mostly) unrevised papers can only
be disappointing. Making use of electronic publication would have been a better way
of disseminating the papers, while allowing the authors of the more valuable papers
to go to journals.

Kevin Hewison � 2011
Carolina Asia Center,

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Email: khewison@unc.edu
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Going Global: Culture, Gender, and Authority in the Japanese Subsidiary of an

American Corporation

Ellen V. Fuller (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2009)

Discouraged by the patriarchal nature of civil service and industry, many Japanese
women seek career advancement by working for gaishikei or foreign-affiliated firms
in Japan. Japanese men, too, look to such firms in hopes of accelerating their climb
up the corporate ladder in an environment that rewards merit over seniority. As
Ellen V. Fuller demonstrates in Going Global, however, the US multinational firm in
Japan may not offer the equality it promises. Rather Japanese in these corporations
will likely face discrimination based on gender and race even as they are urged to
celebrate ‘‘go global’’ rhetoric. Such inequities recall the cultural landscape of the
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In Chapter 10, examining Malaysia’s relations with the Philippines, Indonesia,
Thailand and Indonesia, the author wonders whether realism takes over from
constructivism, especially as narrow nationalism often comes to the fore in engaging
a welter of issues, as for example territorial claims. Here, he awards high marks to
ASEAN-style conflict mediation which has kept the neighbours from war.

Chapter 11, ‘‘The Political Economy of Foreign Policy,’’ offers the example of
Malaysia-style developmental capitalism from within foreign policy constructivism.
Patterns of trade, Free Trade Agreements, globalisation and Islamic banking
all come under the microscope. The author sees the transition from 22 years of
Mahathir to Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi as consistent, with a shift from
counter-hegemonic posturing to engaging globalisation, read facing down the winds
of global neo-liberalism, from ‘‘Look East’’ to an inchoate ‘‘Look Middle East,’’ but
with Malaysia still closely engaged with the global economy now including China. In
a postscript analysing the transition from Abdullah to Najib Abdul Razak in early
2009, the author finds no new substantive initiatives or orientations in foreign policy.

Trumpeting Malaysia’s success as a middle-power in a conclusion, the author also
seeks to configure Malaysia’s ‘‘middlepowermanship’’ into a paradigm befitting both
its status and the defining trope it became during the long Mahathir years. This is an
entirely cogent statement and demands close reading. He recaps and restates the
salience of neutralism, regionalism emerging in the late 1960s, globalisation since the
1980s, and Islam as the primary driver from the 1990s onwards.

As with the coloured inset photos of statesmen shaking hands, this book tends to
reify the role of states over non-state actors that supposedly make up pluralistic
societies (although that may be the natural default of international relations texts in
general). It may also be a question of scope but international concerns over
Malaysia’s initial handling of boat people, official gagging of discussion on East
Timor out of deference to Indonesia, and the status of Anwar Ibrahim, are notably
absent from this discussion. These aside, Saravanamuttu has produced the handiest –
best intellectualised – text available on the foreign policy of one middle power,
Malaysia, an albeit contrived nation surviving and thriving through difficult times.
For this reviewer, Saravanamuttu’s political economy of international relations
analysis offers a rare dimension in explaining this nation’s not unproblematic
economic rise. Likewise, his critical constructivist approach to foreign policy outputs
in general begs emulation by scholars working on Malaysia’s ASEAN neighbours.

Geoffrey C. Gunn �2011
Faculty of Economics, Nagasaki University

Email: nag-gunn@net.nagasaki-u.ac.jp
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Siamese Memoirs. The Life & Times of Pimsai Svasti

Pimsai Svasti and Ping Amranand (Bangkok: Amulet Production, 2011)

When I picked up this volume in a Bangkok bookstore I did not expect to be
reviewing it for this journal. It was to be a bit of light reading about a Thai girl who
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went to England in the 1930s, returning to Thailand in 1951 as a thoroughly modern
Englishwoman barely able to speak Thai, only to be brutally murdered in 1977. As
interesting as this might be, the volume turned out to be more interesting than
expected.

The interest for historians is not going to be Pimsai’s untimely death but the
insights she provides into the life of Thailand’s royals. Pimsai was the daughter of
Prince Subha Svasti and a granddaughter of one of the most influential royals,
Prince Svasti. Following Thailand’s 1932 Revolution, many princes went into exile
endlessly plotting a political return for the monarchy. This led to support for a failed
military coup in 1933. Pimsai joined the exiled royals in England, where King
Prajadhipok had relocated, eventually abdicating in 1935 and dying in 1941.

An intriguing mix of her own unfinished memoir and her son’s search for the
reasons for his mother’s murder, Pimsai’s memoir provides a personal account of the
life of exiled royals and of the important period in the early 1950s as royalists
struggled to regain political influence. In so doing, these accounts become useful for
historians.

In his chapters, Ping often refers to his mother as a ‘‘socialist,’’ as having
progressive social ideas and being reasonably enlightened for one from a privileged
background. That is difficult to judge from her writings, for she was a privileged
royal, from a wealthy family and educated at Cheltenham Ladies’ College and
Oxford University. In a sense, her account is of an upbringing that also moulded
later royalists; both Anand Punyarachun and Abhisit Vejjajiva followed the English
path to the premiership. But they are loyal retainers and not of royal blood.

Before 1932, Pimsai lived in a house that was a wedding gift to her parents from
King Prajadhipok (p. 17) and was surrounded by royals with family names that still
connote power and privilege today, including Diskul, Chakrabhandhu and
Kritdakorn. From an early age she was close to Queen Rambhai Barni (p. 20).
There is not a great deal in the book about the events of 1932; Pimsai was too young,
being born in 1929. She does mention the ‘‘King’s courage’’ on what she says was a
‘‘terrible return journey to the capital in darkness and in silence,’’ from Hua Hin,
where the king was informed of the revolution. The royals were apparently fearful
that the People’s Party would have the king’s head (p. 30).

Both Pimsai and Ping reproduce the royalist mantra that Prajadhipok was
actually keen on democracy, but was too influenced by the old princes in rejecting
reform. He is said to have willingly accepted the new regime (p. 30). Historians
would disagree and this book demonstrates the disappointment and resentment
amongst royalists at the passing of their era.

Ping writes of the insults the royalists felt at the way Prajadhipok was treated by
the post-1932 regime, griping of slights by the government when the king was
cremated. He feels vindicated that more recent propaganda campaigns designate
Prajadiphok the ‘‘father of Thai democracy,’’ reproducing this image through ritual,
hagiography, statuary and the establishment of the King Prajadhipok’s Institute,
which promotes the royalist view of ‘‘democratisation’’ (pp. 74-6). The constant
royalist plotting against the post-1932 regime is given little space, with Ping even
claiming that ‘‘there is no evidence that King Prajadhipok took part in or gave his
approval to any royalist plots to regain the crown’’ (p. 49). Revisionist historians
disagree, but the legend lives on.
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It is Pimsai’s time in England and her accounts of the royal family in exile that
makes the memoir most interesting. While a child probably is not the most reliable
observer, writing her memoir much later, Pimsai does provide the reader with a
reasonable ‘‘feel’’ for the period, while also including personal insights such as her
inheritance of the king’s cashmere underwear as she faced the bitter English winter at
boarding school (p. 30).

Her descriptions of the exiled monarch and his entourage are compelling reading.
My vague understanding of Prajadhipok in exile was that he led a reasonably frugal
and quiet existence. Pimsai presents a different picture. ‘‘Glenn Pamment’’ at
Virginia Water in Surrey might have been less grand than palaces in Thailand, but it
was a large estate with extensive gardens, a gymnasium, a darkroom, a guest house
in the style of a Swiss chalet and a 7-car garage, presumably where the Rolls Royce
was kept (pp. 32-3, 57). There was accommodation for ‘‘the chauffeurs, the butler
and two footmen and a cottage for the head gardener.’’ Pimsai describes the house as
‘‘Victorian and immense. There were three floors, and a great number of rooms,
including a large hall, a library, a drawing room and a living room’’ (p. 32). The
rooms were ‘‘filled with English furniture, but there were occasional Siamese
objects . . .’’ of gold and jewels (pp. 32-3). Not a lot seemed to change after the king’s
abdication, although the number of retainers was reduced and he later took a smaller
house.

There are other vignettes about the king: he tended to wear tweed, was ‘‘tiny,’’
read Maugham, Waugh and Wodehouse, enjoyed tennis and had champions come to
play on his two tennis courts, travelled in Europe, liked dogs and the children, and
welcomed flocks of visiting royals. The family mainly ate Western food; Thai food
was considered too smelly for cooking in the main house and was done in outlying
buildings (p. 37). It seems the exiles had little to do with Buddhism, preferring the
Christian festivities of Christmas and Easter. For all this Anglophilia, there was a
strong resentment of ‘‘mixed’’ marriages amongst the royals. There is much more of
this in the book. While a young girl’s memories may be romanticised, the fondness
for past royal glories is noticeable.

The royalists appear to have stuck together in their efforts to continually oppose
the ‘‘new’’ regime. When Pimsai returns to Thailand in 1951, she writes of the gaggle
of princes and royalists, some having been imprisoned on Tarutao Island as
restorationist plotters, who regularly met and lamented their losses and presumably
plotted a royalist politics (pp. 85, 105). The only note of dissension amongst the
highly politicised royalist camp comes when Ping mentions the still unexplained 1946
death of King Ananda Mahidol. He explains that a relative, Chit Singhaseni, was
one of the court retainers accused and later executed in the regicide case. He says
that whenever the regicide was discussed, ‘‘my mother would get extremely upset, as
our family firmly believed that . . . Chit . . . was wrongly accused and put to death’’
(p. 98). It is noted that before his execution in 1955, Chit ‘‘maintained his innocence
and swore he never saw anyone enter or leave the royal bedchamber . . .’’ (p. 99).
Ping chides the Democrat Party and the princely Seni Pramoj for using the king’s
death in political battles with 1932 revolutionary Pridi Phanomyong.

One further area of interest in the book is the discussion of the role of royal and
noble women. Pimsai grows up with these women and, when she returns to Thailand,
is immersed in the life of her grandmother’s entourage of women. Her account
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provides interesting insights into the lives and activities of these women and some
vignettes about those who served them.

It probably is not reasonable to point out errors of fact in a memoir such as this.
However, one oddity is Ping’s claims that it was one of the great enemies of royalists,
Prime Minister Phibun, who likened the Chinese in Thailand to the Jews. In fact, this
epithet was coined by King Vajiravudh.

In all, this nicely produced and well-edited collection, with family photographs, is
an interesting read as a memoir. There are increasing numbers of these memoirs, in
both Thai and English, and this is a worthy addition to the growing literature. It is
also eerily topical in the sense that contemporary politics again has royalists as
political playmakers. The royalist political struggle that began in 1932 is far from
over. And, as noted above, I think there are titbits that historians may find useful in
filling out the period of exile and abdication of King Prajadhipok.

Kevin Hewison �2011
Carolina Asia Center

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Email: khewison@unc.edu
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Quagmire: Nation-building and Nature in the Mekong Delta

David Biggs (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2010)

Despite the Mekong delta’s centrality to the international rice trade both in the
colonial period and in recent decades, and its notoriety during the Second Indochina
War, the region’s modern history is surprisingly under studied. A few writers come
immediately to mind in thinking about the delta’s history over the past few hundred
years – Son Nam, Milton Osborne, Pierre Brocheux, Li Tana and Xuan Vo Tong
make anyone’s short list – but compared to most other great river deltas in the world
(indeed, even in Southeast Asia), the Mekong, for all its mystery and purported
exoticism, has never received its scholarly due.

To be sure, there are some reasons for the scholarly neglect. The delta was
relatively sparsely settled even into the twentieth century, and the Mekong River
itself, despite the delta’s transformation in the late nineteenth century into a major
rice-exporting complex, has never approached, much less rivalled the world’s great
rivers in commercial terms. Moreover, unlike many of these rivers, the Mekong
yielded its secrets very slowly to outside scribblers, especially those emanating from
Europe, who began to write about it in systematic ways rather late in time – starting
only in the 1860s.

As the river’s leading chronicler, Milton Osborne (The Mekong: Turbulent Past,
Uncertain Future, Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 2006, pp. 14-15) has suggested, the delta
became prominent on the world stage only with the Americanisation of the Second
Indochina War in the 1960s, and global interest in the region receded with the end of
the war in 1975. That said, international interest in the delta has picked up again in
recent decades, in part because of the region’s rapid re-emergence as a major rice
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comparative framework established in the book. There is just enough detail here to
inform, and not overwhelm, the reader and the authors are capable of providing a
tight scrutiny of the available information.

This reader found Martin Stuart-Fox’s Chapter 11 on the ‘‘Historical and cultural
constraints on development in the Mekong region’’ as the most thoughtful and
informative of the book. As already maintained, this chapter should have been
placed at the beginning of the book in order to set a more informed context for the
case studies.

The book will provide good source material for political and economic university
courses in development and is an important addition to the bookshelf for
both academics and professionals interested in and/or working the Mekong
Region.

Herb Thompson �2012
Perth, Australia

Email: herbietea2001@yahoo.com.au
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Education and Knowledge in Thailand. The Quality Controversy

Alain Mounier and Phasina Tangchuang (eds) (Chiang Mai: Silkworm Books, 2010)

In July 2011, the World Bank upgraded Thailand from its category of lower-middle
income economy to the status of upper-middle income economy. This latter category
ranks Thailand with economies like Argentina, Chile, China, Malaysia and South
Africa, with average incomes of US$3976 to US$12,275.

In making this announcement, World Bank Senior Economist Kirida Bhaopichitr
proclaimed: ‘‘The upgrade is in recognition of Thailand’s economic achievements in
the past decade in which GNI per capita has almost doubled, while poverty has been
significantly reduced’’ (‘‘World Bank: Thailand Now an Upper Middle Income
Economy,’’ http://go.worldbank.org/T716AH2LE0, downloaded 22 August 2011).
For all that praise, the Bank also recognised that education in Thailand does not
match its economic ranking. In one report, the Bank notes that for all of Thailand’s
investments in education and its high primary and lower secondary enrolments, there
remain chronic shortages of skilled workers and innovation lags behind similar
economies (Thailand Economic Monitor, Bangkok: World Bank Office, November
2010, pp. 69–70).

Remarkably, despite its significance for development and the very large amounts
of state and private funds spent on education, there has been relatively little scholarly
attention to Thailand’s education system. This is surprising because there have been
stacks of academic dissertations and many domestic and international reports
assessing elements of the system. However, little of this has penetrated broader
debates about development, politics and the education system. This is even more
surprising when it is considered that the education system is often flayed by critics for
failing to deliver quality education, for reinforcing state and royalist ideology, and
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being more interested in developing conformity and maintaining social stability than
in turning out graduates prepared for a modern world.

Hence, Education and Knowledge in Thailand is a timely contribution. It seeks a
critical perspective on the state of Thailand’s education system, a decade after the
reforms that came on the heels of the 1999 Education Act. The book is a
collaborative effort between three Thai authors from the Centre for Education and
Labour Studies at Chiang Mai University and three French scholars associated with
the Centre. It is organised in an Introduction and 11 chapters by the six contributors.

The Introduction states that the book’s main purpose is to ‘‘stimulate an urgently
needed national debate . . .’’ and argues that the various ‘‘reform’’ measures of recent
years and decades may be ‘‘little more than piecemeal efforts that simply reflect
political tussles’’ (p. 1). And, right from the beginning, the editors make their stand
clear: ‘‘Thailand is in urgent need of a new and systematic education reform’’ (p. 2).
This is a context where, as the editors explain it, over the last five decades, there have
been three significant changes: first, the social role of education has been replaced by
an economic role; second, the rapid expansion of private education; and third, the
expansion of credentialing (p. 3). The task of the book is to provide a kind of
chronicling of the education system or a ‘‘state of the art’’ account. The Introduction
is brief and sets the scene for the chapters that follow.

Chapter 1, by Sandrine Michel, outlines a history of educational development in
modern Thailand with attention to quantitative data; in Michel’s words, ‘‘a
panorama of the history of the Thai education system’’ is provided (p. 13). The
chapter is an overview that will be useful for those who require data on enrolments
and growth in the system over several decades. The chapter concludes with brief
critical comments on ‘‘rampant privatisation’’ that may well lead to a loss of
educational equality and quality (p. 34). Chapter 2, by Alain Mounier and Phasina
Tangchuang, examines debates and approaches to quality. Chapter 5, also by
Mounier, examines the philosophical foundations of education policy making. One
of the themes in the collection is that while Thailand has made remarkable strides in
developing education, quality has not sufficiently improved (p. 58). So these chapters
provide the underpinnings for that assessment. In fact, the authors problematise the
idea of quality and this is followed by chapters that look at the issue in more detail.

Chapter 3 by Annop Pongwat and Mounier provides an account of the potentially
reformist 1999 Education Act that was implemented following the political opening
provided by the 1997 Constitution. The Act was meant to underpin the first major
educational reform since the late nineteenth century (p. 68). The chapter briefly
embeds reform in political and social changes that have taken place and which had
unleashed civil society. This reader would have liked to have seen more of this,
especially as Benedict Anderson’s (1977) account of the 1973–76 period (‘‘With-
drawal Symptoms: Social and Cultural Aspects of the October 6 Coup,’’ Bulletin of
Concerned Asian Scholars, 9, 3, pp. 13–30) also included tantalising detail regarding
the expansion of higher education. That might have been a better place to seek the
basis of reforms rather than in arguments about strong state/strong society
dichotomies about liberalism and reform. Various contributors repeatedly (and
rightly) note the role that education plays for the ruling classes, and this suggests that
‘‘reform’’ will remain controlled and managed for ‘‘appropriate’’ outcomes. In recent
decades, enhancing royalism in schools and universities has been one of the elite’s
critical strategies, contributing to a neutering of most reform efforts.
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Chapter 4 by Phasina and Mounier considers traditions of higher education and
concepts of marketisation. This chapter tends to focus on Western philosophy and
might have benefited from attention to Buddhist principles as well. Missing for this
reader was any serious attempt to assess the remarkable influence of the USA that
began with missionaries in the nineteenth century and included Rockefeller Founda-
tion support to public health education and saw a huge expansion of influence in
higher education with the Cold War. This legacy may well speak to the more recent
marketisation of higher education, labelled here the Phoenix model (p. 103).

Chapters 6 (by Mounier and Phasina), 7 (Oudin) and 8 (Mounier) assess what they
call ‘‘the education-work dilemma’’ (p. 141). In short, it seems the authors reject the
(increasing) demand to link education to specific work skills, denying the force of
claims that ‘‘deny the educational logic of education in favour of the total
subordination of education to a vocational logic’’ (p. 212). Chapter 10 by Phetcharee
Rupavijetra examines the efficacy of Thailand’s vocational education system. While
noting that this system has increased ‘‘educational opportunities . . . [for]
disadvantaged students,’’ quality remains a serious concern (p. 267). Interestingly,
while education has expanded, workers in Thai industry remain under-educated,
perhaps reinforcing the idea that industrial development remains rather too shallow
and reliant on cheap labour. This lens might explain the employers’ campaign
against the Yingluck Shinawatra government’s plans for increasing wages across the
country.

Chapters 9 (by Phasina) and 11 (by Mounier) conclude the book with a discussion
of the rise of credentialism to reinforce their view that the rapid expansion of
primary and secondary education has come at the expense of quality enhancements
(p. 217).

This is a useful addition to a thin literature on education in Thailand. As a World
Bank-declared upper-middle income economy, debates on education should be more
vigorous than they are in Thailand. While the book seeks to stimulate debate, real
change is unlikely to emerge while the elite maintains the education system as a
central element of its system of royalism and social control.

Kevin Hewison �2012
Department of Asian Studies,

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
and School of Social Sciences,

Singapore Management University
Email: khewison@unc.edu
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Burma Redux: Global Justice and the Quest for Political Reform in Myanmar

Ian Holliday (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2011/New York: Columbia
University Press, 2012)

Not surprisingly, given what has happened since a pro-democracy uprising was
crushed in 1988, Burma (or Myanmar as it is officially known) tends to excite strong

Book Reviews 143

 



bringing together perspectives of Thaksin’s political rise and fall and placing these
into a larger theme of Thailand’s ever-evolving politics, social change and
increasing economic contestation.

William J. Jones �2012
Social Science Division, Mahidol University International College,

Nakorn Pathom, Thailand
Email: william.jjo@mahidol.ac.th
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Red vs. Yellow. Volume 2: Thailand’s Political Awakening

Nick Nostitz (Bangkok: White Lotus Press, 2011)

When I reviewed the first of Nick Nostitz’s promised three-volume set of photo-
essays covering Thailand’s post-2006 military coup period, I said it was a book
that everyone with a serious interest in Thailand’s politics should read (Journal of
Contemporary Asia, 40, 3, 2010). Volume 2 of Red vs. Yellow is also a must-have
addition to the growing literature reflecting on the politics of this era. Again,
Nostitz provides an invaluable account of Thailand’s ‘‘street politics.’’ This
volume has 161 colour photographs, a street map of protest areas and 91 pages of
text and references. It begins with the December 2008, military-backed rise to
power of the government led by the royalist Democrat Party’s Abhisit Vejjajiva.
This account concludes in late 2009 as the opposition red shirt movement
regrouped following the military’s crushing of the ‘‘Songkhran Uprising’’ in April
of that year.

While this volume follows the pattern of the first, photojournalist Nostitz appears
to want to be a little more academic in his approach to the story. His written account
is a broader account than his first volume’s short description of raw encounters with
protest and protesters. There’s nothing wrong with this; it is just that this reader felt
that Nostitz’s important ‘‘value-added’’ in Volume 1 was in the vivid, on-the-spot
accounts of the political events and conflicts as they unfolded. Some of that seems lost
in this volume.

That said, the photographs in Volume 2 continue to convey the acrimony,
bloodshed and gruesome reality of Thailand’s street politics, along with the dogged
determination of the people of the red and yellow movements. Nostitz’s remarkable
ability to enter both sides of a bitter and ongoing conflict makes the photographs a
valuable record of a people’s politics that has been, at times, festival-like and, at
other times, breathtakingly vicious.

In this account, while the red shirts take centre stage, Nostitz’s text shows how the
monarchy has become a core element of political struggle. When the palace threw its
support behind the military junta that led the coup against Thaksin Shinawatra in
September 2006, it surely did not perceive that the years that followed would
pitch the political struggle around the position of the throne. Nostitz writes of the
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lèse-majesté law being used to censor red shirt and pro-Thaksin media and he
comments on Thailand’s declining media freedom under Abhisit and the Democrat
Party (pp. vii-viii). While Nostitz is right that the monarchy remains a sensitive topic,
his comments on the rise of ‘‘ultra-royalists’’ and the persistent use of claims of
‘‘disloyalty’’ and lèse-majesté to attack political opponents makes it clear that a new
political era has emerged.

As in the first volume, one of the great benefits of Nostitz’s account is in
reminding readers of things forgotten and even repressed in mainstream media
accounts of a turbulent period. For example, while the red shirt violence of April
2009, when they closed an ASEAN summit in the resort town of Pattaya, is
remembered, the role of ‘‘blue shirts’’ – agents provocateurs wearing colours that
asserted loyalty to the monarchy – is too often neglected. Nostitz reminds readers
of this armed group’s relationship to powerbroker Newin Chidchob, then Deputy
Prime Minister Suthep Thaugsuban and the military (pp. 19-20). His photographs
of red shirt protesters, who became even more determined following events in
Pattaya as they faced battle-kitted troops in Bangkok over the Thai New Year
holiday period, raise questions about both red shirt and military violence. It
remains a mystery how troops could fire live rounds at protesters – Nostitz’s
photos show bullet casings and several bullet holes – and yet claim to have killed
no one. Indeed, the then government claimed it was protesters who killed innocent
bystanders. As in other cases of military violence in Thailand before and since, we
shall probably never know the truth. Likewise, Nostitz’s account of yellow shirts
reminds readers that royalists, as well as mobilising the symbolism of the
monarchy, have also used xenophobic nationalism to oppose red shirts and the
various pro-Thaksin political parties (pp. 61-4).

The military and the royalists might have thought that the crushing of the 2009 red
shirt rebellion was a final victory. If they did, they were mistaken. As Nostitz shows,
the defeat taught the red shirts that they needed to be better organised. Indeed, he
argues (p. 66) that they became a social movement: they developed a clear ideology
(opposing the amart or royalist elite); re-developed red shirt media; built a mass base
that quickly expanded, especially in the northeast and north; developed a new
leadership structure; and ran hundreds of short training schools for thousands of
supporters. Most of all, a common political consciousness developed amongst red
shirts that focused on perceptions of multiple injustices: economic, political, legal and
social (pp. 66-8).

Nostitz concludes his written account with an ‘‘Afterword,’’ where he discusses the
then Abhisit government’s continual efforts to paint the pro-Thaksin opposition and
especially red shirts as disloyal ‘‘anti-monarchists.’’ He argues that ‘‘the vast
majority of Red Shirts do not hold such views’’ and notes that the Abhisit
government’s claim to ‘‘exclusive royal legitimacy’’ is an ‘‘especially dangerous
political game . . .’’ (p. 71). While I have some reservations regarding the first claim –
many red shirts have had eye-opening moments in the past few years and because of
the lèse-majesté law it is impossible to know what people really think – Nostitz is
right on the latter point. So right in fact, that as I write this review in December 2011,
politics revolves around the monarchy, lèse-majesté and questions of ‘‘loyalty.’’ If
this was a dangerous game when Nostitz wrote, it is even more so now, not least for
the future of the monarchy itself.
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Once again Nostitz has produced a stunning book. The photographic
documentary he has provided, of a critical period of street politics is, like the first
volume, a ‘‘must-have’’ book. I look forward to the third volume.

Kevin Hewison �2012
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Siam and the League of Nations: Modernization, Sovereignty and Multilateral

Diplomacy, 1920-1940

Stefan Hell (Bangkok: River Books, 2010)

Stefan Hell makes a welcome contribution to a neglected aspect of Thai interwar
political and diplomatic history. His topic, Siam’s participation in the League of
Nations, is interesting for a number of reasons. It is a lens through which to view the
gradual emergence of Siam as a full member of the international community in a
world still dominated by European colonial powers; the contributions of those
individuals representing Siam in the League’s deliberations, conferences and
committees; and how Siam’s modernisation and development in different areas
was influenced by her membership of the League. This scholarly study is based on a
great number of sources in several languages, including detailed archival research.

Siam was a founder member of the League, which came into existence in January
1920 with headquarters in Geneva, as a result of the Paris Peace Conference in 1918
and the Treaty of Versailles in 1919. Siam had entered the First WorldWar in 1917 on
the side of the victorious allies, and this action ensured the country a place at the Paris
Conference and full membership of the League. Siam’s principal motive in entering
the war had been to have a presence at the subsequent peace arrangements, and to
confirm her status as an independent nation. Of the 47 founder members, Siam was
the only state from Southeast Asia, and one of only three (the others were China and
Japan) from Asia. Virtually all other nations in the region were represented only
indirectly as a result of their colonial status.

Siam remained a member of the League throughout its existence, from 1920 until
1946 (when the United Nations absorbed the League’s few remaining functions),
though in reality the League ceased to have any meaningful existence after the
outbreak of the Second World War in 1939.

Hell’s study does not attempt a comprehensive analysis of Siam’s role in all aspects
of League affairs, nor does it deal in detail with the history of the League itself. The
author focuses rather on four main areas where Siam’s role was substantial and
significant: opium control, human trafficking, public health and collective security.
The first three areas will be of interest for the light shed on little-discussed areas of
Siam’s international relations. Collective security lay at the heart of the League’s
work, of course, and Siam’s normal attitude of neutrality and passivity was tested by
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particularly positive impact on Hong Kong, Indonesia, the Philippines, Taiwan and
Thailand.

The state intervened as lender of last resort when central banks provided guarantees
to cover the liabilities of financial institutions and used low interest rates to reduce the
cost of liquidity and, according to Das, the Asian stimulus packages were the most
effective because consumers had high savings rates and low household debts. On the
one side, as Asian economies replaced some of their export earnings with domestic
purchasing power and started to develop income streams and consumption patterns
similar to those of very advanced economies, about 20% of disposable income was
expected to go to banks from credit cards, personal loans and mortgages. On the
other side, the region’s prospects remained susceptible to the consequences of the
US$14 trillion spent by the state in the USA, Britain and Europe on bank bailouts.
Although this was equal to 25% of world GDP, the underlying contradictions have
not been overcome, growth has been spasmodic and there has been a persistent
tendency towards stagnation. Austerity measures have provoked resistance from
labour movements and wider publics, while the efforts of the European Commission,
the European Investment Bank and the European Bank of Reconstruction and
Development have not resolved the Eurozone sovereign debt crisis.

Asian banks had little exposure to sub-prime instruments, securitised debt
obligations and derivative products which amounted to less than 1% of their assets.
As the global financial crisis unfolded, they undertook regional and international
transactions and established extensive links between credit markets. By 2011, China
had three of the four biggest banks by market capitalisation and it was claimed that
Hong Kong had replaced the USA and Britain as the world’s leading financial
centre.

Unsurprisingly, in China, capital inflow, which included financial transfers by
global pension and mutual funds, reached about US$170 billion, but 25% of this
went into speculative investment in equity markets, commodity exchanges and real
estate properties. In 2009, Chinese banks issued a record US$1.4 trillion in new
credit, which led to excess capacity, whereby many manufacturing firms found it
difficult to amortise their debts and confronted the banks with non-performing
loans. At any rate, in China and other Asian economies, industrial and commercial
accumulation was accompanied by the generation of fictitious capital and
unproductive investment.

Kosmas Tsokhas � 2012
Canberra, Australia

Email: transitions@bigpond.com
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Political Economy and Globalization

Richard Westra (London: Routledge, 2010)

Journal of Contemporary Asia editorial board member Richard Westra enjoys taking
on big issues. In Political Economy and Globalization he takes on the relationship
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between capitalism and globalisation and finds both orthodox Marxist and neo-
classical positions wanting.

Westra begins his work by lamenting the retreat from theoretical considerations in
academic research and places his work in a context that demands that readers place
theory front-and-centre when considering the historical trajectory of capitalism and
its futures. Readers are thus warned that this is not going to be a particularly easy
book to read. Indeed, the language is sometimes not just complex but rather
convoluted and this reader sometimes felt it difficult to keep up with the author’s
dense argument. While Westra says he hopes that the book is ‘‘widely read by a non-
specialized audience’’ (p. 5), but he does not apologise for theoretical rigour, arguing
that difficult ideas require complexity in exposition. One way to keep up is for
potential readers to use Westra’s recent paper in this journal (‘‘Renewing Socialist
Development in the Third World,’’ Journal of Contemporary Asia, 41, 4, 2011, pp.
519-43) as a handy road map.

Published in the Routledge Frontiers of Political Economy series, Westra makes a
controversial claim: that processes of globalisation represent a transition away from
capitalism. This is controversial because the author questions a library of writing
that assumes that globalisation is all about a deepening of capitalism. Westra
problematises and challenges such assumptions. Equally controversially, he claims to
ground his challenge in the work of Marx while dismissing a large body of work on
globalisation by self-professed Marxists.

Westra accepts that much of the Left literature has been heterogeneous and has
been adept at pointing to various conflicts – class, political, environmental,
economic – that were central to twentieth-century capitalism. But Westra also
claims that ‘‘globalisation constitutes a world historic movement away from
capitalism . . .’’ (p. 2). Later, he refers to this process as an ‘‘unravelling’’ of
capitalism (p. 8) and as a ‘‘retreat of capital’’ (p. 93). Politically, he argues that
the failure to recognise that globalisation is not capitalism leaves progressive
analysts languishing in a theoretical quagmire with ‘‘neo-liberals.’’ Believing that
globalisation is capitalist, engaging in end-of-history triumphalism or asserting
that there is no alternative to capitalism, represent failures to recognise that the
‘‘historical limitations of capitalism have already been reached’’ (p. 4). Westra
argues that such failures lead to an inability to recognise that the current world
offers only a ‘‘choice between barbarisms as the devil we do not know and the
configuring of a genuine socialism . . . [as] the progressive society of the future’’
(p. 4).

This is about as straightforward as Westra’s argument gets. From this point in the
multi-layered exposition and argument, readers are challenged by a remarkable
array of linked ideas, theory, vision and plans.

Following an Introduction, Chapter 2 involves ‘‘an elucidation of why Marx’s
project in Capital constitutes the necessary foundation’’ for understanding capitalism
(p. 5). Westra says that he eschews Marxology but draws much inspiration from a
‘‘compelling, modern reconstruction, refinement and completion of Marx’s project
emanating from Japan’’ (p. 5), referring to Kozo Uno’s Hegelian reading of Capital.
Based on this interpretation, in Chapter 3, Westra turns to a periodisation of
capitalism that is both a critique of a century of previous work on periodisation and
an outline of different types of accumulation, with special attention to the role of the
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state. In Chapter 4, Westra most clearly and emphatically makes his argument that
globalisation represents an ‘‘unravelling’’ of capitalism. Chapter 5 constitutes a
discussion of the transition away from capitalism and offers a ‘‘glimpse of the grim
future of barbarisms which the current patterns of current globalization portend’’
(p. 9). Thankfully, a bleak set of outcomes is modified by Westra’s vision of ‘‘social
struggle’’ leading to a potentially more positive outcome in a socialism that is a
‘‘progressive, redistributive, eco-sustainable, material economically reproducible
society’’ (p. 214). Chapter 6 is a short conclusion.

As mentioned, Chapter 4 is the core of the book, consuming 75 of its 214 pages. It
is not possible in a short review to offer an adequate account of this chapter as
Westra builds his case for considering globalisation as a ‘‘retreat of capital.’’ Rather,
I want to outline just two critical comments that may be illustrative of the kinds of
responses Westra’s position may prompt.

First, in contextualising his approach, the author places considerable emphasis on
the relative decline of production (pp. 96ff.). For Westra, capitalism is a
‘‘production-centered society’’ (p. 214). In examining the decline of capitalism, he
notes ‘‘the increasing shrinkage of the proportion of the global workforce involved
in . . . material goods manufacture . . .’’ (p. 96). While a little clumsy in expression,
Westra’s point is clear: capitalism’s epoch, from the industrial revolution to the end
of the twentieth century, is over because its defining economic activity is in decline.
Of course, it is easy to recognise the remarkable (and undoubtedly catastrophic)
financialisation of economic activity and to acknowledge that industrial production
has led to disastrous environmental degradation. But Westra’s claim is that the
characteristic core activity of capitalism is replaced, as consumerism dominates, and
capitalism is buried by its contradictions and failures.

But is Westra right in his basic claim? Is capitalist production through
manufacturing done for? I am not so sure. In fact, various International Labour
Organisation (ILO) statistics reveal that the percentage of the world’s workers
engaged in industry has remained unchanged, at about 20-22%, from 1995 to 2010.
In addition, the industrialisation of China, Southeast Asia, India and parts of Latin
America and Africa are probably going to maintain into the near future. Of course,
in absolute numbers, there are now more workers in manufacturing than ever before.
This is not just an argument about statistics, and it is curious that this book has
almost no statistics or table of data. Rather, it is a disagreement about the nature of
capitalism. It seems to me that manufacturing production for exchange remains
central to human activity and surplus-value, especially if agro-industry is also
considered. This suggests that capitalism still has some life in its bloated body and
that there remains a need to examine existing capitalism, who runs it and how it is
transformed. Westra, however, argues that something more epochal has occurred;
that is, capitalism has run its course.

Second, and loosely related, while Westra’s argument is tight, well-read, informed
and complex, he gives too little attention to class. For me, social, economic and
political life are each undergirded by conflicts over the control of the means of
production. For all of his lively and theoretically challenging discussions of
transitions, state policies, globalisation, consumerism, capitalist transitions and
material life, there is sometimes a curious sense that these processes are depopulated
and sometimes appear depoliticized.
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On both points of criticism, Westra would certainly argue that I am simply not
perceiving the change that is already well underway; there is no capitalism to be
‘‘saved’’ (p. 199), studied (except for understanding the past) or changed. He argues
that however one defines it, capitalism is unmoored (if not unhinged) and
transformed, and that globalisation is something new. Strikingly, Westra sees that
capitalism’s implosion has thrown up an ‘‘overarching tendency’’ that is nothing less
than a ‘‘drift toward a world of barbarism and human deprivation.’’ Fortunately for
his readers and for socialists, the author is not simply despondent about this
potential descent into darkness. After all, capitalism is gone, and now the struggle is
to arrest the trend to barbarism and create something better. A significant
contribution of this book is Westra’s discussion of the necessity for a new and
‘‘progressive, material economically reproducible, redistributive, eco-sensitive
socialist order . . . [that] humanity must work toward creating to ensure the future
of life on earth’’ (p. 169). Westra’s account of how this new order might be achieved,
and how it might look, is based in ideas about social communication, participatory
and democratic planning, and new kinds of sustainable reproduction, production
and allocation. These ideas deserve attention and consideration.

At times I could not help thinking that a stronger editor might have pushed the
author to be a little clearer and more concise, expressing ideas in shorter sentences,
even if dealing with difficult conceptualisations. Some tables of important data and a
list of acronyms would have been very useful additions for navigating the arguments.

Political Economy and Globalization is a thorough treatment of a topic that
demands theoretically informed analysis, reflection and political action. After all, the
end of capitalism and the avoidance of barbarism are not trifling or transitory issues.
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